A History of the
Folkard Family

Written and researched
by Margaret, John and
Steven Folkard




A History of the
Folkard Family

Written and researched

by Margaret, John and Steven Folkard

Published and typeset privately
in the United Kingdom by
E J Folkard
199 Station Road, Crayford, Kent DA1 3QF
Tel: 01322 526610
john@ejfolkard.com






Foreword

My interest in family history began, like so many others, with the death of a parent. While sorting through my
late father's effects I came across many old photographs, several of which I did not recognise. When I made the
fateful decision to investigate I became irretrievably hooked on the subject, and embarked on a course that at one
point -- quite literally -- threatened to take over my whole life!

Once you investigate family history, it can penetrate the most unlikely places and bring forth unexpected
results from ordinary everyday scenarios. Two examples: once my interest had taken hold, I joined the local
Family History Society, and through their magazine was able to contact Mrs Margaret Granger (nee Folkard) of
Young, NSW, Australia. Margaret it was, 3,000 miles away, who gave me the information that there was a
Monograph of the Folkard Family of Suffolk and Ipswich Record Office, eighteen miles down the road, had a copy!
My second example concerns news of one of my great uncles, contact with whom had been lost by the family at
about the time of the First World War. All my aunt could remember was that she thought he may have married a
Witham girl, but here the trail ended. Then, in October 1994 a chance remark about my name by Mrs Norah
Butcher of Sudbury Training Services revealed her brother-in-law was a Mr Tim Folkard -- of Witham! A
subsequent phone call has completely reopened the trail! This new information came when the book was virtually
ready for printing and underlines the fact that family history is a fascinating, engrossing subject on which you can
never draw a line.

As information piled up, the question of what to do with it became increasingly pressing. My son, Edward
John, a wizard on the computer (}!) readily agreed to my suggestion that we try to update Arthur Crouch's 1890
Monograph as it stood for our first section, or try some method of editing it and correcting mistakes he himself
had acknowledged in an addendum to his own work. It seemed rather pointless to simply re{)eat the errors, and
while correcting them, it turned out to be just as quick to modernise the text as we went along. However, the
section is essentially Arthur Crouch's. Our own updates are clearly marked, and nothing he included has been
omitted. Modernisation simply means I have used a word or two sometimes where the Victorians were apt to use
half-a-dozen or so. And needless to say, direct quotations from diaries, wills and other documents have been left
entirely untouched. Arthur Crouch's original Foreword has been reprinted unaltered, both because of its
information, and because his ideas and framework have, as much as humanly dpossible, shaped ours.

Even so, the amount of research and the accumulated result of it threatened to swamp us, and it was the entry
of Steve Folkard of Scarborough, who gave us the much needed stability and a keener sense of purpose. He
compiled and sent out the questionnaire to all Folkards listed in the nation's telephone directories, and then co-
ordinated their replies before sending them to us for setting up. The Folkards in the United Kingdom section is
essentially his, and without him this project would either not have been published or not until well into the next
century. He himself explains his method of working on page 127.

The Australian section has already been published separately as The Folkard Families of Australia in 1989. It was
most certainly the first attempt to collate the Folkards there and was published to coincide with Australia's 200th
birthday celebrations. There were no Folkards present during the initial voyages of settlement, but we arrived
soon afterwards, in 1825 and the family has developed steadily with the Australian continent ever since.

Margaret was indefatigable in gathering information in Australia and she deserves the Lion's share of credit for
its publication. The present section has been corrected and updated to 1994 wherever possible.

The book has been entirely set by Edward John Folkard of Crayford and published by his company, a
mammoth task and one for which I can never thank him enough. His patience and fortitude when confronte(i/ by
my never-ending queries, requests and equivocations have been beyond praise. Brian Folkard, my brother
designed, set and printed the leaflet and order form; so that the production of this volume has been entirely in the
hands of the family.

The following pages are, I hope, enjoyable, perhe:fs instructive glances at the multifarious branches of the
Folkard family tree. In such an enterprise, thanks are due to innumerable people so perhaps the best thing to do is
to thank you all, and thus not risk leaving anybody out! But as we have already indicated, it doesn't end here. If
any of it jogs your memory, or inspires you with a desire to fill any of the many gaps in our knowledge, please do
not hesitate to contact me at the address below. Let's keep it up to date with any further developments so that the
family historian of the 2090s will have had as fine a springboard as that left by Arthur Crouch in the 1890s. I wish
him, or her, well.

‘%LWL
/

53 The Commons
Colchester CO2 4N]J
Essex

November 1994
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For those who are too young to remember pre-decimal currency in the United Kingdom the following may help:

4 farthings = 1 penny (d)
12 pence = 1 shilling

240 pence = £1

20 shillings = £1

£1 1s = Guinea

5 shillings = 1 Crown

When just shillings and é‘)ence were used notation was 5/6 (5 shillings and 6 pence)
When pounds were used as well £1-5-6 (1 pound, 5 shillings and 6 pence)

In a work as voluminous as this, there is plenty of scope for error and contradiction especially when records go
missing or are incomplete. Many hours of effort has gone into reducing these to a minimum, however the author
or publisher are always anxious to hear of any that have slipped through the net or if you have discovered fresh
information. Their contact information is given below.

We have also used pictures acquired from unknown sources. If you hold the copyright for them we apologise for
not contacting you, but we will acknowledge any known copyright in subsequent printings.

Contact addresses
Author: Mr J Folkard
53 The Commons, Colchester, Essex CO2 4N] (United Kingdom if outside UK)

Publisher  Mr E J Folkard
199 Station Road, Crayford, Kent DA1 3QF (United Kingdom if outside UK)
Tel: 01322 526610
or at john@ejfolkard.com

The publisher is keeping up-to-date the database that has resulted from this hard work, and so would be
delighted to receive any news or information about on any member of the Folkard family. I would
appreciate therefore the results of any research undertaken (with sources if possible). You never know — that
one small piece of information you might find, might just fill in some of the missing links. Additionally,
contacting me might also save you a lot a time and wasted effort.
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Margaret Hayward, “the daughter of one John Hayward,
late of Rushmere, £10 when 21. To Robert, son of Robert
Gayford of Beccles, £5 when 21; and to Henry, another son of
the said Robert Gayford, £10 when 21. To Martha Gayford, a
daughter of the said Robert Gayford, £10 when 21. A post
bedstead to the aforesaid ffrances ffolkard. Cows and other
legacies to Gayfords. Residue to testator’s son Thomas, who
is exor. Witnessed by John Carson, Henry Parish, and “me
Robert Hornbye”. Proved at Beccles, 5 March, 1612.

4. Thomas ffolkard, of Bungay and Beccles, was
Henry’s son. I am without definite proof of the
identity of Thomas of Bungay with this one of Beccles,
but the dates of both, and propinquity of the two
towns, seem to justify it’s assumption. His residence
appears to have been changed from Bungay between
1604 and 1612.

Thomas’ earliest note is his marriage. In the Ipswich
Registry occurs :

5th December, 1583. License granted to Thomas ffolkarde of
Bongaie (Saint) Marie, Co. Suff:, and Cecilia Howes, of
flixton, in sd. co:, wid.

This occasion is the only mention of Cecilia found.
Thomas is the defendant in:

18 February 1591. Arthur Warner, of Denton, Norf, yeoman,
showeth that he was arrested at the suit of William Sparke.
To obtain liberty he gave bond to the gaoler, John Paule,
together with Thomas ffolker, for £40, the three giving bond
to Sparke that petitioner should appear to Sparke’s writ.
Petitioner gave ffolker bond for 100 marks to hold the latter
harmless. Sparke was fully settled with. On ffolker being
asked to give up the bond for 100 marks he refused, and
threatens to sue upon it. Prays this suit may be barred.
ffolker replies that he rode from Bungay to Ipswich, where
the prison was, 25 miles, on the request of petitioner’s wife,
to get bail for him, and ultimately bailed him himself. ffolker
also pleads other indebtedness to him by petitioner.

In 1593, Thomas ffolkard was again defendant to
legal proceedings:

6 November, 1593. Richard Vinior, of St. Lawrence Ilketshall,
Gent., pleads that Thomas ffolkarde, of Bungay, Yeoman,
four years back owed him 20 marks. ffolkarde sold him
2 acres of rye in fflixton for £3, which petitioner reaped.
ffolkarde at another time sold him 300 faggots of wood &
2 loads of barley for £7. In settlement it was agreed that
petitioner should retain all sums due by him to ffolkard as
part payment of the 20 marks & an acquittance for those
sums was given. ffolkard afterwards pretended that that
acquittance was for money paid, & he claimed the value of
the barley & other items. Being barred in common law,
petitioner appeals to equity. Defendant ffolkard’s answer
describes the suit as brought to cause "vexacon and treble.’
Says acquittance was for money pald & not for articles
delivered.

The land at fflixton named in this case was probably
land acquired by his marriage with Cecilia Howes.

We again find him concerned in a Chancery suit of
1604. From all I could decipher of the pleadings in this
suit, which are very illegible, they set fIc))rth:

Thomas ffolkarde, of Bungay, in the county of Suff., yeoman,
in the matter of the goods & chattels of the late — fforth, late
of Bungay, fishmonger, vs Ciprian Sallowes of Bergholt (?) in
the co. of Suff. yeoman.” (Janry 22, 1604).

Thomas’ next reference is in his father’s will (1612),
in which he is stated to be living at Beccles, and havin
a daughter ffrances, then a minor. He is named resid.
leg. and exor., and is left his father’s proFerty in
Beccles. In 1623 he paid a subsidy of 4 shillings for
goods valued at 20 shillings, and in 1625 a second
subsidy on land there valued similarly. In 1629 he was
sued in Chancery on the following abstracted plea:
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30 April, 1629. William Lowe, of Beccles, late of
Worlingham, yeoman, states that about Septr 6, 1628, he
contracted with Thomas ffolkard, of Beccles, Potter, to lease
from him for 14 years a tenement in a street in Beccles that
led towards Lostofte [Lowestoft] at £5 a year. ffolkard
reserving a potkill [i.e. pot kiln] & the little house thereby
standing for his own use. A lease was promised &
complainant paid 6 pence as earnest. In reliance on this he
let his lands & house in Worlingham to his son, John Lowe,
sold his stock & removed to the house in Beccles with thirty
cart loads of goods, and paid Thomas ffolkard rent for six
months. Afterwards the said Thomas, knowing petitioner "to
be a peaceable man & one that loveth quiet and not
contention’, refused to give the lease promised, because, the
plaintiff alleges, ffolkard knew him to be well stricken in
years.

An answer to the plea has not been filed. The
Churchwardens’ accounts of Beccles printed in the
East Anglian for January 1888, contain the two
following entries:

1625. It. resaiud for eight lodes forty two faggotes fr. one
bonde wood wch was cutt one ye ground that Tho: ffolkard
occupie at 7s y lode iij le viijs.

24° Aprilis 1631, Of Thomas ffolkard for the Rent of Land in
his occupation, iij li & ijs ijd.

In 1641 he paid a subsidy of 3s 4d for land in
Beccles, and in 1645 became security for his son
Benjamin ffolkard in a suit to be cited when noticing
the latter. No later reference to him has been found. If
married in 1583, and only 21 years old, he would have
been, in 1645, aged 83 years, a lease of life almost equal
to that of his grandson Benjamin ffolkard, who
attained 87 years. Very few of the Suffolk family
appear to have died below the allotted span, and it
was indeed quite celebrated for the longevity of its
members. No will of Thomas has been discovered.

5. Benjamin ffolkard, of Beccles, and of Gillingham
Norfolk was no doubt, in spite of want of docu-
mentary evidence, a son of Thomas. It will be seen
from the suit quoted below that his wife was the
widow of Edward Whitlock of Great Yarmouth, and
from the date of that suit we may conclude that her
second marriage had taken place before 1646,
Erobably many years before. A son, Edward Whitlock,

ad been born to her first marriage. A fine of 1654
informs us she was named Margaret, and as a legatee
and sole exor. to her second husband’s will of 1663, we
may conclude she survived the latter and was living at
the date of proof in 1665. No other record of her has
come to light.

Benjamin must, judging from the date of his father’s
marriage, 1583, and by his sister “ffrances’” minority
in 1612, have been born somewhere about 1585-90. His
death, as hereafter shown, occurred probably in 1665,
the year of proof of his will. On that presumption he
sustained the family repute of longevity by reaching
an age of between 75 and 80 years.

The earliest mention found of him is as late as 1642,
when he was defendant to a Chancery suit of which an
abstract is here given. The substituted use of ffolker
and ffuker for ffolkard in it is valuable evidence of the
identical use of these names.

23 May 1642. John Turner of Chetgrave, Norf., Yeoman,
brother & next heir of Elizabeth Garwood [in the answer it is
Garrard] widow, late of Beccles, deceased. The latter owned
a tenement in Beccles worth 20 marks annually, & was
otherwise possessed of an estate of £300 at least. In 1641,
wanting money, she borrowed £50 of Dorothy Read,
Spinster, late of Messon, Suff., on the security of the said
tenement. Petitioner, however, being ignorant of the terms of
the conveyance made. About November last the said



Elizabeth Garwood dyed, her estate by right coming to
petitioner. But one Benjamin ffoker, now or late of Beccles,
Yeoman, a stranger to the deceased & noways related to her,
ingratiated himself with her in her last sickness, & while she
was unfit got her to make a will leaving him the said
premises & all other her personal estate. Before her death she
rallied, & being reminded by those about her, declared she
had settled the propety on her brother, the petitioner, on his
marriage. She also said that she had not intended to make
any such will, and that Benjamin ffuker should have nothing
by it. She then relapsed & died. Benjamin ffolker conspired
with Dorothie Read & with John Clark, the occupier of the
premises, to deep the deeds secret, and enforced the
fraudulently obtained will although he knew the testatrix to
have declared it void. He also possessed himself of all her
goods & chattels & personal estate.

Benjamin’s answer was:

The Joint & Severall Admissions of Benjamin ffolkard,
Dorathie Rede, & John Clarke, Defendants

ffolkard denies the imputed fraud as to obtaining the will,
and states that the testatrix had often complained that her
brother had not used her well. He had long done all her
business for her in her widowhood; had not solicited the
will, & although not allied was in no sense a stranger to her.
He had paid off the mortgage on the premises held by
Darathe Read, & held the property, as well as residue of
personal estate, by right of the will.

Also in 1642 Beniamen ffolcard paid a subsidy in
Beccles “for land in ye occupation of Charles Carter,
2s 6d”; “for land in ye occupation of John Clarke,
3s 8d”; and for land occupied by himself, 5 shillings. In
a Chancery suit of 1645, it states:

Benjamin ffolkard, of Beccles, ‘beerbrewer,” bought malt of
William London, gent. of Alderley, Norf., paying for it £24 in
money & giving writing for £32, as to which his father,
Thomas ffolkard, also of Beccles, became surety.

In 1646 he was the subject of an agpeal to the Court
of Chancery. This case has been retferred to above as
affording evidence of his wife’s name before her
second marriage.

Thomas Wyndham, Esquire, of Stokesby, Norf., states that
about 1606 [or perhaps 1636] he accepted a loan of £40 from
Edward Whitlocke the elder, of Great Yarmonth, deceased. It
was afterwards agreed that he should use the money till
Edward Whitlock the younger was of age. The latter being
‘yet many years under age, by combination between him
and one Benjamin ffolkard, who married his mother, the
widow and relict of the said Edward Whitlock his father,
and by the persuasion & procurement of the said Benjamin
ffolkard, who hath gotten the said two bonds and obligacons
into his hands, presses for payment of them & has put the
bonds in suit at common law. Plaintiff prays for protection.
[Answer not filed]

Benjamin ffolkard seems to have been an inveterate
litigant. The next suit with which he was concerned
was one he brought in Chancery against Thomas
Lockington and Richard Carter, of Gillingham St.
Mary’s, Norfolk. The original pleading is missing, but
from the interrogatories and defendants answer (in
which the spelling “ffolkered” is used, as also from
ffolkard’s reply, the claim was for possession of a
house in Gillingham held by the defendants. The date
seems to have been 1655, but Benjamin had obtained a
decree against Lockington in 1650. In 1654 he was a
party to two Fines:

Between Thomas Brereton, plff., and Benjamin ffolkard and
Margarett his wife and ffrancis Garrard [see suit of 1642]
dfts., as to one [?] messuage, one Brewhouse, one garden,
one orchard, with appurts. in Beccles. PIff. pays defts. the
sum of money between them accorded.
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The second Fine:

Between Benjamin ffolkard and others, plffs., and Thomas
Clifton and Hannah his wife and others, defts, respecting
8 acres of land, 3 acres of meadow, and 4 acres of pasture,
with appurts., in Worlingham and Beccles. Plffs. pay defts.
£41 sterling.

Thomas Lockington was again sued by Benjamin,
according to C. P. before 1714, Collins Depositions.
ffolkard vs Lockington in depositions taken at the King’s
Head, Beccles, 30 May, 1659

Henry Parker, malster of Beccles, says he knew complainant
Benjamin ffolkard, and hath known him from infancy. Does
not know defendants. Case refers to property in Gillingham
claimed by plff. called " The two Alderrars " [quare ‘Alders’].
Name is written ffolkerd in depositions. Two other very old
witnesses, one being 76, say they also knew complainant
from infancy.

Benjamin’s next mention is in 1660, when he was
plaintiff to another Fine:

Between Benjamin ffolkard, plf., and Jacob Carver and
Katherine his wife, defts. respecting a messuage, a stable, a
curtilage, a garden, an orchard, 3 acres marsh land, a quay
and 2 ponds, with apptces., in Gillingham St. Mary.
Benjamin ffolkard to pay, £80 sterling.

Again in 1660 we find him as Benjamin “ffakin”
concerned in a second Fine:

Between Benjamin ffakin. plf., & Thomas Thoresby,
Armiger, and Jane his wife, defts., of 4 messuages, 145 acres
of land, 3 roods of meadow, 20 acres of pasture, 40 or
50 acres furze and heath, 52 acres of marsh, the warranted
liberty of one field, and free faldage with ovibus [quare] with
apptces. in Legitt, otherwise Legittle, and Bawst. Benjamin to
pay £300 sterling.

In a Fine of 1661 to which Benjamin was plaintiff,
one of the Elmy family into which his granddaughter
married is a party:

Between Benjamin ffolkard and Isaac Smith, plffs., and
Martha Elmy, widow, John Smyth senr & John Smyth junr,
and Martha, formerly wife of Nicholas Smyth, Richard
Smyth, and Henry Waller & Priscilla his wife, defts.,
respecting a messuage, a garden, an orchard, 3 acres of land,
& 2 acres of pasture, with appurts., in Beccles. Plffs. pay
defts. £41 sterling.

Two years later in 1663, Benjamin made his will, but
as this was not proved until 1665 he probably lived to
that year. He was then resident at Gillingham,
Norfolk, only two miles from Beccles. His two sons,
Thomas and Benjamin, are dealt with below. Four
daughters are named. Of ffrances and Elizabeth we
know nothing further, but the first was certainly
named after her aunt ffrances, she in her turn also
transmitting that name. Penelope witnessed the will of
Richard Meen, of Brockdish, Norfolk, along with her
brother Thomas ffolkard on the 19 April, 1709, and
Anne was almost certainly the wife of John Clarke, of
Beccles. Proof as to this is afforded by a case wherein
her brother Benjamin is stated to have been the uncle
of Clarke’s son. “John Clarke and Ann his wife” will
also be found named in two Fines of 1700. Further, the
same John Clarke is referred to in a Chancery suit
against his brother-in-law Benjamin as conspiring with
the latter to withhold certain property from John
Turner. He and his wife had a son Jo C%Iarke, who, it
will be seen later, was an attorney at Beccles, and
conducted the law suits of his uncle, Benjamin
ffolkard.

will
Benjamin ffolkard of Gillingham St Mary, Norf, Yeoman.
Sick in body. To Margaret his wife the tenement he dwelt in



in Gillingham, together with the brewing office, until his son
Benjamin be 24. The latter then to have it conditional on his
paying “unto ffrances and Anne my two eldest daughters”
the sum of £10 apiece when 30 yeares of age, and to “my two
other daughters, Elizeabeth and Penelope’, the sum of £10
apiece when 24 years of age. A house in Annelbridyg Street,
Beccles, to his wife until his son Thomas be 24, when it was
to pass to the said Thomas “provided she and he pay
40 shillings a year to Hester Garrard, single woman, for life”.
To wife 3 parcels of medowe with a curtilage in Beccles and
Worlingham, to be sold by her to pay testator’s debts. All
personal estate to wife to bring up children. Goods to be
inventoried, and eventually to go to his daughters ffrances
and Anne when thirty years old, and to Elizeabeth and
Penelope when 24. His wife sole exectutrix. Signed and
sealed by Benjamin ffolkard, 7 March, 1663. Proved at
Norwich, 9 April, 1665.

6. Thomas ffolkard, rector of Uggeshall and
Sotherton, was Benjamin’s son and a legatee under his
will (1663). In it Thomas is stated to have then been
under 24 years of age. The register of his burial records
his having been born in 1653.

Thomas married twice, both being into well known
families of position in Suffolk. The first was to Mary,
daughter OF]ohn Palgrave, Esq, of Pulham St. Mary
Magdalene, Norfolk, a barrister of Gray’s Inn, by
Christian, his first cousin, who was daughter of
William Palgrave, Esq, of the same place. Her
grandfather was Edward Palgrave, BD, rector of Diss,
Norfolk, one of her great uncles being Sir Austin
Palgrave, Bart, of Northwood Barningham. These
details of her family connection are derived from the
Palgrave Family Memorials, which contains a pedigree
that states that “Mary Palgrave, daughter of John and
Christian Palgrave, born 25 March, 1653, married the
Rev. Thomas Folkard, of Uggeshall, Suffolk”. The only
mention found of this wife prior to her marriage is in
the will of her father (1687), of which an abstract reads:

Dated 11 Sept 1687. Proved Oct 6 1687 by Christian, his
widow & exx. To her the meadow called the Whipping
meadow and 16 acres, the Church close and Market close,
ffoxe’s pightle & Kettle’s close, &c., for her life: remainder,
one moiety to Mary Palgrave my daughter, and other moiety
to Elizabeth Palgrave my da. They to pay to Thomas
Palgrave my son £100 in the porch of the Church at Pulham.
All his lands in Norf. & Suff. to his wife, with remainder
after her death to his son Thomas.

Her name also occurs in the will of her cousin, John
Palgrave, of Henham, Suffolk, Gentleman, of
19 September, 1693:

Unto my cosen, Mary ffolkard, wife of Mr. Thomas ffolkard,
the sume of tenne pounds.

The predecessor of Thomas at Uggeshall rectory was
Sir Lionel Talmach Playters, Bart, whose wife was
Elizabeth Warner, no doubt a relation of Thomas
ffolkard’s second wife, Rebecca Warner. A brother of
Sir Lionel Playters, Thomas Playters, married in 1625 a
daughter of the Sir Austin Palgrave above referred to
as the great uncle of Mary ffolkard, while a sister of
his, Lydia Playters, married in 1633 Henry Warner,
Esq., of Mildenhall, Suffolk. The connection between
the four families of Playters, Folkard, Palgrave, and
Warner, is curiously close considering Sir Lionel
Playters was the incumbent of Uggeshall prior to
Thomas’s succession to that cure. It may account for
his appointment to the living. The Register of
Sotherton contains the following as to this marriage:

Thomas ffolkard, Rector of Sotherton, and Mary Palgrave of
Henham, both single, married May 28th, 1689

There was apparently no issue of the marriage and
we know nothing further of Mary except that she died
in 1712 and was buried at Sotherton:
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Mary, ye wife of Thomas ffolkard, Rector of this Parish,
buried February 14th, 171%

Thomas’s second wife was Rebecca Warner, of
Beccles. From her tomb we learn she was born in 1683.
There is doubt about her parentage; but a writer in the
East Anglian, in the 1880s, stated:

The registers of Beccles Church contain many Warners.
Edward Warner was rector of Ellough in 1680, on
presentation by Sir Lionel Talmach Playters.

I believe this rector to be the father of Rebecca
ffolkard, there being, as indicated above, close
marriage connection between the four families named.
That of Warner was anciently settled at Parham,
where it had large estates, Sir John Warner having
been created a baronet by Charles II. It bore as arms:
or, a bend engrailed between six roses, seeded, or.

The register of Uggeshall has:

Thomas ffolkard, Rector, Widr and Rebecca Warner of
Beccles were married in the church belonging to the Hospital
of Norwich, January 8th, 171%.

Mary could therefore have been dead only eleven
months when the second marriage was contracted.
Rebecca outlived her husband, and was a legatee
under his will of lands in Henham and Sotherton, and
of a life interest in lands at Uggeshall. She proved this
will in 1719, and died a year later, the Register of
Sotherton containing:

Rebecca ffolkard buried November 9th, 1720.

The inscription on her tomb, indicating her death on
6 November, 1720, at the age of 37, will be found
under that relating to her husband given below. There
is no evidence of any children of Thomas’ second
marriage, and the absence of any reference in his will
justifies the conclusion he died childless.

The earliest mention of Thomas ffolkard is the
taking of his AB degree at St. Catherine’s, Cambridge,
in 1672, and the second his obtaining that of AM, in
1676, at the same college. He must have been 19 years
old when the degree of AB was conferred, and 23
when he received that of AM. He was appointed
rector of Uggeshall, to which the living of Sotherton
was joined, in 1680 and was the incumbent until his
death in 1719, for a term, consequently, of 39 years. He
was succeeded by John Edwards in 1720. His
predecessor, Sir Lionel Playters, Bart, according to an
entry in the register, “was Rector in 1629, turned out
about 1644 (doubtless by Cromwell as a non-juror),
hired to be restored, and to 1679” or fifty years in all.

On his appointment to the rectory of Uggeshall,
Thomas had to obtain bondsmen. An entry in the
Exchequer First Fruits Composition Books gives the
names of these.

Suff P Uggeshall. Daniel Bedingfield de Grayes Inn primo
Sep. 1680 in Com. Middx. Arm. et Willm. Bugden
primo Mar 1680 de pochia Scti Andrae, Holborne, in
Com. primo Sep. 1681 £12
Middx. Barbitonsor. primo Mar. 168—

Two letters written by Thomas are preserved among
the Egerton Manuscripts in the British Museum. They
are both addressed to the distinguished antiquary and
official herald, Oliver Le Neve. The first:

Sr

By a note from my grandmother at Henham [wch I have
inclosed for yr. fuller satisfaction] I find that ye Darsham
Ladyes were designed for Henham yesterday, but one of
their horses being disabled by some accidentall misfortune
or other, that intended visit must be delayed, & by
consequence, I have no hopes of seeing them this Xtmas at
my house, for altho this is not ye usuall time of their coming



hither, yet had they pursued their p ject [i.e. project] for
Henham, I would have endeavrd to perswade them a step or
two further towards Uggeshall, for as I think myselfe always
happy in their good company at my own house, so doe I
assure you Sr it would have bin no small addition to that
happiness to have had you here wh ym [i.e. with them] and
truly I am very sorry for yr disappoyntmt. But as I perswade
my selfe this intervening Accident will not discourage you
from any design you had propounded to yr selfe concerning
that worthy family, so I also hope that you will nevertheless
make me happy in yr good company at Uggeshall, tho I
cannot offer such prevailing circumstances to invite you
hither. Sr John Playters I hope will come along with you, &
when I have pd my service at Henham, whither I am just
now goeing, I shall chain myselfe to my own house ye
reminder of this season, in expectance of yr kind visit, my
humble service to Sr Jo. & my Lady, if I be any way capable
of serving you, pray Sr. beleeve there is none more ready
Than
yr. obliged humble Servt

T Folkard

[At side] Uggeshall. Janry 4th 169%.

[Addressed] For

Oliver Neave, Esqr at
Sotturley Hall
Suffolke.
The second:
Uggeshall June ye 3d. 1702

Sr.

Both my wife & I have oftentimes since wee had ye
happiness of seeing you in these parts, entertain’d or selves
wh ye pleasing thoughts of or Wychingham-journey, when
the time should come, that according to promise wee were to
wait upon you there & you can scarce imagine wth wt
uneasiness & dissatisfaction, wee bear ye defeat wee have
met wth to thwart & controll or expectations in that matter.
My wife was assured [she thought] of her sister to govern
her family in ye time of her absence, & Captn Palgrave, at
whose house she is at prsent, was very willing to part wth
her for ye time, & would have come along himselfe wth us,
or els waited upon you ye time wee were wth you. Thus I
had also fixt my business & Provided a supply for our
Sunday, and I should have ventured my churches wthout
for another, When all of a Sudden wthin ye space of a week,
2 or 3 letters from my sister Palgrave came to tell us that she
could not possibly come to Uggeshall, as shee would have
done wth all her heart some extraordinary occasions [she
say] interposing, wch indispensibly require her longer stay
at Norwich, & by consequence preventing her doeing us that
favr. What this important business should be I know not, &
unless Matrimony stands in ye way [wch by ye by I have
heard somewt of since] I think I can scarce forgive her, but if
wedlock be ye reall truth of ye matter, that must indeed be
allowed to superseade all obligations of this nature, & wee
ought to acquiesce. However in ye mean time Sr, my wife
does not trust to ye conduct of servts, especially such as wee
have found too careless in ye discharg of the like trust
reposed in them at other times, & for this reason wee both
hope, that both yr selfe and yr Lady will excuse us at this
prsent & so courteously interpret or sincere intentions as if
wee had actually perform’d or promise & wee beg of you Sr
to accept of or humble and hearty thanks for yr. kind
invitation, & the particular favr. you were pleased so freely
to promise of yr Coach in order to or. conveyance from
Norwich, & wee hope, E're it be long Sr to meet with such a
favrable opportunity, as may not be at all entangled wth any
disagreeable circumstances opposing or designs, & then 1
shall have (wt I heartily wish) a time to tell you at
Wychingham that I am in Earnest wt I write now that is

Sr. yr most humble & Obliged

servt Tho: Folkard
Be pleased Sr to give or humble Service to yr vertuous Lady
and all or friends wth you.
[Addressed] For

Oliver Le Neave Esqr at
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Wychingham in
Norffolke
To be Left at Mrs Prattants a Grocers shop at White-
Lion=Lands End in ye Markett place in

Norwich

Thomas was party to two Fines of 1700:

Between Thomas ffolkard, clerk, & Phillip Hayward,
generosus, plffs, and John Clarke and Ann his wife, defts, of
2 messuages, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 40 acres land, 20 acres
meadow, and 50 acres pasture, with appurtces., in Denton,
Alburgh, and Barsham. Defdts receive £160 sterling.

Between Thomas ffolkard, Clerk, and Phillip Haward,
generosus, plffs, and John Clarke and Ann his wife, defts, of
one messuage, one garden, an orchard, 60 acres land,
30 acres meadow, and 50 acres pasture, with Apptces., in the
parish of Ilketshall St John, Ilketshall St Lawrence, and
Bungay. Plffs pay defts. £200 sterling.

His name is next met with in 1702 on a Suffolk Poll
List as a voter in Uggeshall. In 1709 with his sister,
Penelope he witnessed the will of Richard Meen, of
Brockdish, Norfolk to which Thomas Palgrave, of
Brockdish, was appointed supervisor. Nothing further
of note until the making of his will in 1715. His niece,
Mary Vincent, named therein, was probably a
daughter of one of his three sisters, who had married a
man of that name, but no trace of such a marriage has
been met with. Thomas died in 1719, Sotherton
Register reading;:

Thomas ffolkard, Clerk, buried March 14th. 1719

His tomb and his second wife is in Sotherton
Church, and is inscribed on a flat stone:

IN MEMORY OF
THOMAS FOLKARD. RECTOR OF THIS
PARISH AND OF UGGESHALL, WHO DEPARTED
THIS LIFE YE: 11TH DAY OF MARCH, 1719, AGED
66 YEARS.

AND ALSO REBECCA, THE WIFE OF THE
ABOVE THOMAS FOLKARD, SHE
DEPARTED THIS LIFE YE 6TH DAY OF NOVEMBER
1720, AGED 37 YEARS.

Will

Thomas ffolkard, Rector of Uggeshall and Sotherton, Suffolk:
28 March 1715. Described as “Clark” and of Uggeshall. To
Augustus Palgrave, “son of my brother-in-law Thomas
palgrave, of Brockdish, Clerk”, all his lands in Pulham Saint
Mary Magdalene, Norfolk, “providing he pay unto my niece
Mary Vincent £40” and to his sister Katherine Palgrave £100.
To Rebecca “my beloved wife” all lands and tenements in
Henham and Sotherton, Suffolk for ever. Also all his lands in
Uggeshall for her life, and at her decease these to go to his
brother Benjamin ffolkard, of Gillingham, Norfolk, for ever.
All his goods, chattels and other personalty to his wife,
“providing she pay to my niece Mary Vincent £40”.
Bequeaths £3 for a silk fringe to the pulpit in Uggeshall
church, besides £3 to the poor there and at Sotherton,
30 shillings to those of Wangford, and 20 shillings to those of
Henham. His wife sole executrix — Signed by testator, and
by John Jefferson as one of the witnesses — Proved 23 March
1719 by Rebecca ffolkard the relict.

7. Benjamin ffolkard, of Beccles and Gillingham was
Thomas’ brother and a son of Benjamin ffolkard
(No. 5), in whose will (1663) he is named as then being
under 24 years of age. From his answer to a Chancery
Eleading, quoted hereafter, we learn him to have been

etween 80 and 81 years old in 1731. He must
therefore have been born in 1650.

Benjamin was twice married. The date of his first
cannot be ascertained, nor, indeed, is anything known
of wife or children beyond the record on her tomb,
formerly to be seen in the churchyard at Beccles. The



stone had so decayed when Davy saw it in 1824, that
the inscription could not be read. Fortunately it has

been preserved in the Harleian MSS. The stone was
placed in the south wall of the churchyard:
“MORS MIHI VITA”
ELONER THE WIFE OF
BENJAMIN FOLKARD

DIED DECEMBER 2 —1691 .
BENJAMIN THEIR SON DIED 7BR 3 . 1684 .
FRANCES FOLKARD THEIR DAUGR DIED JUNE
24 .1691 . BENJ. FOLKARD THEIR SON DIED
NOVEMBER 30 . 1691 .

The death of the sons of the marriage stopped this
line in the male descent, there being no male issue to
the second marriage, to Rebecca Browne, widow of
Abraham Browne. We learn from Chancery
proceedings hereafter quoted that the marriage of
Rebecca to Benjamin took place in November, 1692,
only eleven months after the death of Mary, thus
setting an example afterwards exactly followed by his
brother, the rector of Uggeshall and Sotherton. From
these and other proceedings we learn that Abraham
Browne had been a maltster resident at Beccles, and
that he died in 1688, leaving issue by Rebecca ffolkard,
John and Abraham Browne. Abraham died in 1722,
John died a minor in 1726. This left two children,
Abraham and Rebecca Browne, the girl dying shortly
after her father. The property left to the issue of
Rebecca ffolkard’s first marriage involved her second
husband, Benjamin ffolkard, in repeated vexatious
legal proceedings. Rebecca was associated with her
husband in Fines of 1705 and 1715, hereafter quoted.
No further record of her is known beyond the fact
revealed by the Chancery suit that she died
24 December, 1726, leaving two daughters by her
second marriage.

Benjamin lived at Gillingham, Norfolk, near Beccles,
up to 1715, and subsequently at Beccles, where he
made his will. The mention of him next in date to that
of his father’s will is of 4 July, 1688, when he was
granted letters of administration as “principal
creditor” to the estate of John Parkinson, of Burgh St.
Peter. In 1696 we find him suing for a debt, and from
the pleadings in the case we learn that he was then a
brewer in Gillingham. An abstract of these reads:

ffolkard vs Purvis Benjamin ffolkard, of Gillingham St
Mary’s, Norf., Beer Brewer, on 20th May, 1696 pleads that
Robert Gardiner, a taylor, for many years kept a garden &
Alehouse in Beccles, during which tyme he became indebted
to the orator [plff] for Beere, Ale, and other goods in the sum
of £48, and being unable to pay gave a bond dated July 2,
1686, for £96 to pay the debt upon the 2nd August next at the
house of the orator in Gillingham. He failed to pay it, &
dying in 1692, left Jeofry Purvis the elder, of Beccles, his heir,
who is sued upon the bond.

In 1701 he was one of the plaintiffs on a Fine, the
Ann, wife of John Clarke, named in it being his sister.

Between Benjamin ffolkard & Gregory Clarke, plfs. and John
Clarke & Ann his wife, defts, of 1 messuage, 1 garden,
1 orchard, 60 acres land, 30 acres meadow, & 50 acres
pasture, with apptces., in the parishes of Ilketshall St John,
Ilketshall St Lawrence, & Bungay. Plfs pay £200 sterling.

He was defendant on a second Fine in 1705:

Between Margaret Brame, Widow, plf., & Benjamin ffolkard
& Rebecca his wife, John Mickleburg & Ann his wife, John
Morse & Sarah his wife, John Youngman & Ann his wife,
John Thirton & Sarah his wife, defts., of 5 messuages,
5 gardens, 5 orchards, 15 acres land, 7 acres meadow, &
40 acres pasture, with apptces., in Beccles, Bungay,
Reddysham, & parish of St Andrews of Ilketshall. Plfs. pay
defts. £160 sterling.
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In 1715 Benjamin brought two suits in Chancery
against John Schuldam, of Beccles:

January 3. 1715. Benjamin ffolkard, Beerbrewer, of
Gillingham, Norf sues John Schuldam, of Beccles, Suff. near
Gillingham [only 1/ miles] on a loan of £20 advanced on
mortgage of land in 1707 to Cyprian Heyward, of Stockton,
Norf. In the same year, 1715, he further sues John Schuldam,
Gent, of Beccles, attorney of the Court of Common Pleas, for
£150 money lent to him on June 8th. 1710 [& £7 10s besides]
on mortgage of lands at Redisham, Suff. afterwards bought
by Benjamin ffolkard. Replies to interrogatories in last case
are among Chancery Pleadings 1714 to 1758. These cases
dragged on for years, though three orders were made on
them & ffolkard eventually got judgment. A third suit was
Benjamin ffolkard con Margaret Hayward, Michael Coleman
and Hannah Hayward. Orders were made on this suit in
1714-15, but I could find no particulars of it. (From a note by
Arthur Crouch Folkard (1890).)

With reference to the cases above-named, see Clarke
vs. ffolkard, quoted hereafter.

Also in 1715, Benjamin was defendant to the
following Fine:

Between Henry Stone, Gent. plf., & Benjamin ffolkard &
Rebecca his wife, & William Elmy & Elizabeth his wife
[daughter of this Benjamin ffolkard] defts., of 1 messuage,
6 acres land, and 4 acres of furze and heath, with appurtces.
in Worlingham. PIf. pays defts. £60 sterling.

Benjamin’s brother Thomas” will (1715) bequeaths
all his land in Uggleshall, on the death of his wife, to
“my brother, Benjamin ffolkard, of Gillingham, Norf.,
for ever.” This le%acy found special mention in
Benjamin’s own will.

In 1720 he became the subject of further legal
proceedings:

Clerke vs ffolkerd. 3rd. November 1720. John Clerke, of
Beccles, Gent, an Attorney, pleads that one Benjamin
ffolkard, late of Gillingham, Norf., & now of Beccles, Beer
Brewer, about 1712 by a verbal order employed your orator
to bring an action of ejectment to recover the possession of
an estate in Redsham, Suff., on which he had a mortgage
made to him divers years before by Mr. John Schuldam. He
did so, & secured a verdict. Schuldam brought a writ of
error, which plff. also defended by verbal order of Benjamin
ffolkard, the costs being £35 6s 8d. Subsequently he further
obtained an order to foreclose the right of occupation & got
the verdict, the costs being £42 when taxed. He also
conducted a case for the deft against Christopher Johnson,
the costs in which were £10 17s. 3d. Also to recover an estate
in Kessingland on which deft. had a mortgage, & he was put
in possession. Also against the same Schuldam for an estate
in Stockton, Norfolk, also mortgaged to deft., & obtained a
decree, the costs being £92 2s 10d. Many other suits were
also brought by the petitioner for the defendant at common
law in Suff. & Norf., ‘which he did readily do the sd. Ben.
ffolkard being his uncle.” Says that the latter now denies that
these sums are owing, they being more than balanced by
monies borrowed by the petr. from the deft. This plf denies,
but as all the business was done by verbal order, he prays
that Benjamin ffolkard be put on his corporal oath to declare
the whole truth. No answer is filed, & probably the matter
was settled out of Court.

This case strongly evidences the inherited litigious
character of Benjamin, as well as the very substantial
means possessed by him. It further affords proof that
by 1720 Benjamin had left Gillingham to live at
Beccles.

The Poll List for the Knights of the Shire of
30 August, 1727, includes the name of Benjamin
ffolkard, of Beccles, as entitled to vote for property in
Yarmouth, this probably descending to him from his
mother, the widow of Edward Whitlock. He gave his
vote for Sir Wm Barker, Bart, and Sir Jermyn Davers,



Bart, the third candidate being John Holt, Esq.

The suit of which an abstract follows should be read
in connection with that of Schuldam vs. ffolkard,
quoted following it:

10 August, 1731. Brown vs. ffolkard. John Browne, of
Beccles, Gent., pleads that Abraham Browne, late of Beccles,
malster, in his life had a good estate and farm in Ringfield
and Barsham, worth £45 per annum. In his will of 30
December, 1687, this farm was left to Rebecca his wife for
life, and after her to Abraham his son. Browne died June
1688, and his son died in the lifetime of his mother, having
made a will 11 February, 1722, bequeathing his inheritance
of these lands to his children, Abraham and Rebecca
Browne, subject to a power to release for the daughter to
charge the same with a payment of £200. Availing herself of
this power, Rebecca Browne mortgaged her share to that
amount and handed over all the papers to the mortgagee,
she dying shortly after. The reversion then became vested in
her brother. About November, 1692, Rebecca Browne, their
grandmother, had married Benjamin ffolkard, of Gillingham
St. Mary, and after of Beccles, Beerbrewer. She died in
December, 1726, when the said premises vested absolutely in
her grandson, Abraham Browne, but charged with the
payment of £200. He died a minor in January, 1726, his estate
coming to petitioner as heir-at-law, he being the son of John
Browne, Fellmonger, of Beccles, a son of the first Abraham
Browne of this suit. Shortly before the death of the minor
referred to, Benjamin ffolkard paid off the mortgage of £200
and obtained its assignment to himself. Petitioner alleges he
had repaid this £200 to Benjamin ffolkard, the defdt. The
date of this repayment is not named, blank space being left
for its insertion in the pleading. He contends that defendant
then assigned the mortgage to him or to some person in trust
for him, promising to deliver the deeds. ‘But Benjamin
ffolkard, combining with Sarah Jenneyes of Great Yarmouth,
the original mortgagee, and William Elmy, Tanner, of
Beccles, son in law to the defendant, set up divers excuses
and say that the estate was not devised as set forth.” William
Elmy asserts that they have no writings in their possession,
and plff prays for an examination on oath of Benjamin
ffolkard and William Elmy. The Answer of Ben ffolkard
Gent., admits all premises, and says that Rebecca Browne
died 14th January, 1724, at Beccles. His wife Rebecca died
December 24th, 1726. He had received no deeds from Sarah
Jennes when he paid the mortgage-money, but he heard that
one Milles, an Attorney of Yarmouth, had them, and he
asked William Elmy to call for them, who brought him a
bundle of old parchments, but he could not say what they
were, and does not know what has become of them, and
‘saith that he, being upwards of the age of eighty years, is
very infirm and depraved in his mind and memory,” and
that he believes these deeds were taken out of his house
when he was indisposed or away from home, and also
believes that the complainant well knows where they are.
Acknowledges that the latter had paid him the £200 and
interest, but that he had never assigned to him or anyone
else the mortgage. Denies all claim on the property, and is
ready to assign the mortgage on trust.

William Elmy’s answer is filed, but has no interest. The
signature attached to Benjamin ffolkard’s answer, is
evidently that of a very old and infirm man.

In 1731, he was concerned in a further suit
respecting the property of his then late wife’s former
husband:

Schuldam vs Folkard 10 May 1731. John Schuldam, of
Beccles, Gent., Administrator of the goods of Abraham
Browne late of Beccles, Gent. In 1687 Abraham Browne
[grandfather of Abraham Browne] made his will & died,
leaving certain lands in Kingsfield & Barsham to his son, but
to his wife Rebecca during her life. In November 1692 this
Rebecca Browne married one Benjamin ffolkard, then of
Gillingham St Mary, Norf., & now of Beccles, Beer Brewer.
In 1722 Abraham Browne, the son of this Rebecca, died,
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leaving an infant son, a third Abraham Browne. The last was
then 16 years old and entitled to the reversion of the land.
His grandmother Rebecca ffolkard. died in December 1726,
& in the same year her grandson this said Abraham Browne
also died. Benjamin ffolkard had cut down every oak, ash,
elm & other timber tree on the estate, to an account for
which the petitioner is entitled. The defendant ffolkard’s
answer says his wife had two children by her first marriage,
Rebecca & Abraham Browne, both being now dead. Pleads
that he had laid out a lot of money on the farm buildings, &
had sold some of the timber to reimburse himself, obtaining
£63. Answer filed in 1731, & signed “Ben ffolkard”.

We possess no record of Benjamin subsequent to the
dates of the two last suits until that of his will (1733).
This not having been proved until 1737, it may be
assumed that he survived until that year, in which
case he would have attained the great age of 87 years,
sharing and exeeding the exceptional longevity of his
father and grandfather.

Will

Benjamin ffolkard (ffolkered, ffolkerd, ffoker, ffakin) of
Beccles, Suffolk, Beer Brewer: 7 February 1733. To his son-in-
law William Elmy, of Beccles, Maltster, “all my pieces of
land called Neaves, lying in Beccles or in Higate-next-
Beccles”. To Elizabeth, the daughter of the said Elmy, the
house testator dwelt in in Beccles, with all stables, gardens,
etc. To “Rebecca Wake, my daughter, my house in
Gillingham, Norfolk, wherein she now dwells, and all
brewing utensils there, for life”. These at her decease to go to
George Wake, her son, for life, and then to such of the said
George’s children as may be then living. Also to the said
Rebecca Wake “my house in Beccles known by the sign of
The Mariners, for life, and then to Rebecca Wake my
granddaughter. I give and devise all my copyhold
messuages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments, situate,
lying and being in Uggeshall, late the estate of Thomas
Folkard, Clerke, my deceased brother, and all other property
in Beccles and adjacent not otherwise disposed of, with all
my personal estate, to be sold by Executors to pay debts and
legacies, and all residue equally between William Elmy and
Rebecca Wake my daughter”. To the poor of Beccles
20 shillings. William Elmy and testator’s daughter Rebecca
Wake, exors — Signed by testator, and witnessed by Thomas
Rede, Ann Whitlock, and John Farr — Proved at Beccles,
16 June 1737.

8. Elizabeth ffolkard was one of Benjamin’s
daughters, both of whom were by their father’s second
marriage to Rebecca Browne. The first mention found
of her is in a Fine of 1715, which proves her to have
been married to William Elmy before that year:

Between Henry Stone, Gentleman, plff., and Benjamin
ffolkard & Rebecca his wife, and William Elmy and
Elizabeth his wife, defts., of 1 messuage, 6 acres land, & 4
acres furze & heath, with ptces., in Worlingham. PIff pays
defdts £60 sterling.

Elizabeth Elmy has no mention in her father’s will
(1733), though her sister, Rebecca Wake, is specially
named in it. From this it may be concluded that she
]};robably died before that year. That will, however,

equeaths property to her daughter, also Elizabeth
Elmy. No trace of other children of hers has been
found.

Her husband, William Elmy, was a legatee under
the will referred to, of which he was an exor. In a case,
before quoted, of 1731, he has been described as a
tanner of Beccles, so he probably became a maltster, as
described in the will of his father-in-law. after that
date. His signature in that case is exceedingly quaint.
He appears to have been son to a William Elmy, as in a
case brought in 1731 by Ann Clarke, the widow of
William Clarke, against John Schuldam, senior, her
daughter, Hannah Cockrell, deposed that “William



Elmy had died 3 or 4 years” before the institution of
the suit. Elizabeth’s husband was living in 1741, when
he was co-defendant with his sister-in-law Rebecca
Wake to two Fines sued by Thomas Rede, Gent.,
respecting lands in Gillingham, Beccles, Ingate,
Ilketshall St. Andrews, Ilketshall St. Lawrence, and
Great Redisham. Subsequent to the date of these, we
have no trace of him; nor have we further mention of
the daughter above referred to. It is possible that the
last may, from the connection in the Fines, have
married the plaintiff to them, Thomas Rede.

9. Rebecca golkard, Elizabeth’s sister, was named in
her father’s will (1733) as Rebecca Wake, and
appointed executrix to it. It mentions her as then
residing in a house belonging to her father in
Gillingham, Norfolk. We may conclude from this, and
from the fact that her husband is not referred to in the
will, that she was, at the date of it, a widow. Her
children, George and Rebecca Wake, are named in it.
She was probably living in 1741, the date of the two
Fines quoted above, though it is possible, of course,
that the Rebecca Wake named in them was her
daughter Rebecca. No further mention of her son
George has been found, but his sister married John
Wade, of Rendlesham, Davy recording:

Francis Folkard, of Clopton, Clerk, and James Lynn, of
Woodbridge, Surgeon, were appointed 5th April, 1744,
trustees to a marriage settlement on Rebecca Wake, who
married John Wade, of Rendlesham, Gentleman.
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It is upon this statement that a family connection has
been assumed between this line at Beccles and that at
Bedfield, though of early date. The presumption is
further strengthened by the fact that the Rev ffrancis
ffolkard of Clopton was also trustee in 1751 for John
Clarke, who was probably either the attorney of
Beccles, son to Anne ffolkard, or a son of his. Davy’s
entry to this trusteeship reads:

24th June, 1751. Indenture between John Chilton, Clerk, of
the first part, ffrancis ffolkard, of Clopton, Clerk, of the
second part, & the said John Clarke of the third part. The
said Jacob Chilton did bargain, sell, assign &c. all the said
Premises, mortgage &c. to said ffrancis ffolkard, in trust for
said John Clarke to attend the inheritance.

The Beccles line of the ffolkard family, it will be
seen, died out from failure of male heirs. The very
considerable property amassed by its later members
must have become the inheritance of the families into
which its female members had married, viz., those of
Clarke, ElImy, Wake, and Wade.



THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF NORFOLK
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The Folkards of Norfolk

Arthur Crouch Folkard (1890) writes:

Information on the settlement at Sparham noticed at
length in Blomfield’s History of Norfolk certainly largely
derived from two curious old MS pedigrees of Lord
Chief Justice Coke in the British Museum. The
originals, it is believed, made by Paston, second Earl of
Yarmouth were purchased at his death by Le Neve, the
celebrated antiquary and herald, and bequeathed by
him to his son-in-law, Blomfield, the county historian.

The Folkards of Sparham derived from those of
Suffolk; they bore their arms, though Blomfield thinks
they adopted a silver instead of gold tincture for the
three covered cups. The quarterings of the Coke famil
invariably follow the Suffolk tincturing, so Ralp
Folcard, of Horham and Eye, in Suffolk was probably
the immediate progenitor of Thomas of Horstead.

Although ]ohP; folkard, the Alderman of Norwich,
seems to have founded the Sparham settlement, there
is an indication of an earlier family connection there,
albeit transient.

As early as 1351 John ffoucher was rector of
Sparham, leaving it for the rectory of Kirkelyham,
Norfolk, in 1355. He was presented to Sparham by
William de Clynton, Earl of Huntingdon and in 1378
was inducted, as John ffouke (pronounced ffouker) to
the rectory of Newton, Norfolk, where he seems to
have died in 1390, his successor having been inducted
in that year. As a priest, however, he could not have
founded the family line at Sparham, this having been
certainly originated by John, Alderman of Norwich.

The ﬁne is of special interest, as, through its
intermarriage with the Cokes, the connection came
about with the Earls of Leicester, who have long held
the manors of Sparham and Folkard obtained by that
intermarriage.

1. Thomas ffolkard, of Horsted, Norfolk. Only a single
reference has been found. In 1332 as “Thomas fil
ffuch” (the h bearing the mark of abbreviation for
“ard”) he paid a subsidy of 18 pence in Horstye (mod.

Horstead). I think the descent of the Sparham famil
from Thomas is on the evidence afforded by the wills
of John ffolcard, of Crosthweyt, and his widow, who
becllueathed land at Horsted. He was probably son to
Ralph ffolcard of Eye, his Christian name being rare in
any other line, though continuing in this one.
Horstead and Crostwight (or Crostwick) are only eight
miles apart.
2. John ffolkard, of Crostwight, Norfolk, was,
resumably a son of Thomas, who may himself have
ived in Crostwight. John was father of the alderman,
who founded the family at Sparham (see will of the
latter), whereby legacies were left to relatives at
Crostwight. “John ffukot,” paid 4 pence poll tax in
Crosteweyt (Tunstead Hundred) in 1380. As this is
only two miles from North Walsham, probably the
Roger ffolquer and Agnes ffolque who paid subsidies
of 12 pence and 13 pence respectively in the latter
town in 1332 were of the same family. Man
particulars of John’s children are preserved, thou K
only one daughter is traceable, in the will of the
alderman of 1463, the legacy therein to “my nephew
John Martyn” indicating a sister’s marriage.
3. Ralph ffolkard, of Crostwight, named as Ralph
ffukot, the son of John on the same roll, also paid
4 pence poll tax. A John ffake and his wife who paid
6 pence each in the same place were probably
connected. The following legatees of the alderman
were almost certainly Ralph’s daughters. Johan
ffolkarde of Crostwight, Alice Geyste her sister, and
Margaret Wynce, another sister. Alice Geyste, in the
alderman’s will, is described as ”neﬁos mea” (“my
niece”), indicating the two were daughters of Ralph’s
brother.
4. John ffolkard of “Crostwick next Norwich” —
given to distinguish from a Crostwick eleven miles
distant — is assumed, son of Ralph. His and his
wife’s wills furnish all the information available of this
family. It refers to his daughter Margaret in such terms
as leave it doubtful if she was, at the date of it, 1512
married to Edward Empson. The widow’s will
(indexed Alice ffoulkard de Crostweight) of only two
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years later, describes Edward as her “son-in-law,” his
wife having no mention in it. She probably both mar-
ried and died in these two years. Her will bequeaths
land in Spixworth, which adjoins Crostweight.
Probably the Adam ffolkard who in 1332 paid a sub-
sidy of 11 pence in “Spylesworth” originally owned
this, and may have been Adam ffachare, of Bucton.

Among the freemen of Norwich (Rye’s Calendar) was
a John ffolkard of 1485, a tailor, probably this John. A
John ffulke of the same trade, granted the freedom in
1525, may have been his son.

Will

John ffolcard of Crosthweyt “by Norwich”, Norf,
10 November, 1512. To be buried in churchyard of
“Crostwyk aforeseid”. To High Altar there 6s 8d, and
20 shillings to paint the “porke” (ie porch) of the church. To
Margaret his daughter 7 acres of land in Horsted for ever
and 40 shillings in money. To Alys his wife all his other
lands and tenements in “Crostwike” and other towns
adjacent for ever. All other lands to be sold to make an estate
for his said wife, and all other goods and debts to her. She
and Edward Empson exors. The last to have 20 shillings for
his labour. Proved at Norwich by exors, 16 August, 1513.

Will

Alis ffolcarde of Crostwyk “next Norwich”, Norf, Widow.
To be buried in churchyard there “by John folcarde late my
husbond”. To High Altar there 3s 4d, and 13s 4d “to buy an
ornament for seid church”. To Edward Empson, her son-in-
law, her tenement called Caltis, “with all my fre londe and
copye londe lying in Crostwyk, Horsted, Stannyngale and
Spykworth for ever”. He residuary legatee and sole exor,
8 October, 1514. Proved at Norwich, 8 November, 15-4
(doubtless 1514).

5. Thomas ffolkard, Rector of Heigham, Norfolk, a
Earish lying within Norwich. We know this priest to

ave been a brother of the Alderman dealt with below
(6). The mention of Galfryd Smyth in both their wills,
and the legacy by Galfryd to the church at Sparham,
sufficiently prove this. In Thomas’ will of 1461, also, he
refers to “John ffolcard my brother.” Both were
therefore sons of John of Crostwight (No. 2).
Blomfield’s History of Norfolk refers to Thomas, and
states that a list of the rectors of Heigham who were
Fresented by the Abbot of Holme included “Tho.
folkard, who was buried in the chancel in 1461, and
gave a silver cup and cover to the Altar”, but this
statement, although in accord with the direction of the
will, is doubtful. It may be assumed, however, that he
was twice entombed for on fo. 89 of the same volume
there is record of the burial of Tho. ffolcard, Rector of
Heigham, among those made in the church of the
Austin Friars at Norwich in 1461. His will was proved
in that year, and indexed as “Tho. ffolcard de
Heigham.” He must have died between the date of it,
8 September, 1461 and that of its proof on the 29th.

Will

Thomas ffolcard of Heigham, Norf. (Rector of that Parish).
To be buried in the chancel of that place. For the reparation
of the church 20s 8d, and to the Mendicant Friars of Norwich
4 pence. Other charitable legacies. To John ffolcard, his
brother 6s 8d, and one part of his best linen. To the Prior of
the cathedral church at Norwich and his community, for his
soul, 6s 8d. To Galfryd Smyth one part of his linen. A third
part to Margaret, wife of Thos. Barthelmy. To the church at
Sparham, Norf. 20 pence. To the High Altar at Norwich
12 pence. Several other legacies to churches in Norwich.
Robert Sharyngton, chaplain, and William Amyott, chaplain,
exors. Dated 8 September, 1461. Proved at Norwich “the
penultimate” day of September, 1461.

6. John ffolkard, of Sparham, Norfolk Alderman of
Norwich, Thomas’ brother. The assumptions of
parentage of these brothers are further strengthened
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by the fact that John’s will below contains several
legacies (not in the printed abstract of it) left for
charitable purposes in “Crosthweytes”. Many records
relating to him have been preserved. The date of his
birth can be calculated from his obtaining the freedom
of Norwich. This was in 1408. Assuming that he
received the freedom at le?al age, he would have been
born in 1387. The proof of his will having been made
in 1464, he must have died about the age of 77.

He married, (date unknown), Beatrix, daughter of
William de Sparham.

Davy notes (based on Blomfield’s entry):

Sparham Hall. William de Sparham had a son John, who
dying s.p., his two sisters were his coheirs: Beatrice married
to John de Folcard, and Maud to Edmund Coleman: this
John Folcard was an Alderman of Norwich in the 28 of Hen.
6 (1449) and purchased lands in Wichingham St. Mary: so
John his son was living at Sparham and lord in 7 E. 4 (1467),
and by Joan his wife (who after his death married Thos.
Papworth) was father of William Folcard, who by Joan his
wife (his widow in 34 H 8 (1542) ) left Thomas his son and
heir, who dying s.p., his estate came to his two sisters and
coheirs: Alice the wife of John Coke of Ryston, and Joan the
wife of Thomas Boley” (or “Bobey”).

Following this is a printed resumé in pedigree form,
which concludes :

The son of this last couple was Robert Coke, Son and Heir,
ancestor of the Earl of Leicester.

The family of de Sparham, of which Beatrix ffolcard
was a daughter, was one of ancient standing in
Norfolk. The arms borne by it were Az. a cross
between 12 billets, or. They are quartered with those of
Folkard and Coke on the shield upon the monument
of Lord Chief Justice Coke in Titleshall church. Further
evidence to the marriage is afforded by Palmer’s
Perlustration of Great Yarmouth:

John de Sparham married Beatrice, daughter and heir of
William de Yermouth, and their granddaughter, and
eventual coheir, married John de Folcard, who bore Sa. a
chevron between 3 covered cups arg.

In 1461 Beatrice ffolcard was associated in a deed
(below) with her husband, and we learn by the will of
the latter that she survived him, though no record is
known of her during her widowhood or of the date of
her death.

By this marriage it was that John became possessed
of tﬁe manor of Sparham, which has descended from
him to the present Earl of Leicester (1890).

Blomfield’s history informs us the Paston famil
manor was Mauteby’s Hall in Sparham, Sparham Haﬁ
(doubtless their residence) belonging to the Folcards.
Deeds subsequently quoted, confirm the last also
owned a manor called “Stukehall” and another known
as “Folkard’s”. No doubt the second manor was
formed by John ffolcard, but now, like that of Sparham
Hall, is owned by the Earl of Leicester. A fine of 1585
advances claim to land held of the manor of
“ffulchers” in Norfolk. The equivalence of use of this
name with ffolkard makes it almost certain that this
was the manor under reference. This is again named in
Davy’s Suffolk Pedigrees:

Alice, da. & cohr. of Wm. ffolcard, Ld. of the Manor of
Sparham, son & hr. of ... ffolcard, Ld. of the Manor of
ffolcard’s in Sparham, married John Coke.

A notice bill of a sale held on the 26 March, 1885,
contained reference to these manors:

The above two lots are Copyhold of the Manor of Sparham,
Stewkhall, Beestons and Folkard'’s (fine certain).

Mﬁ] efforts (Arthur Crouch) to trace the ownership
by the family of this manor of Beestons have not been



fully successful, but a fine, (Rye’s Feet of Fines, Norf)
possibly refers to it:

14 Hen. 6 (1435) Thomas Styward of Beston next Norwich
and Alicia his wife, William Taverham and John ffolcard vs.
John Redell of Salhous and Cecilia his wife in Beston.

Beston (Beeston St. Andrew), is close to Crostwick-
next-Norwich, the almost certain birthplace of John
ffolcard.

A few additional remarks may be made as to the arms
borne by this branch of the family. As has been
written, it seems to have tinctured the cups argent
instead of or.

Ye first ffolcard, Lord of ye mannor of Sparham, bore arms
Sable a chevron or. intr. 3: covd. cuppes argt.

Blomfield, in his County History, indicates that the
chevron also was silver. Thus

Folcard bore, Sa, a chevron between 3 covered cups, arg.

A third diversity (D.P. Colke) is found on a great
shield above the tomb of Robert Coke of Holkham,
who died 16 January, 1678/9, in Titleshall Church. On
this the Folkard arms are emblazoned Sa. a chevron
arg. between 3 covered cups or. Other emblazonments
by the Coke family show full adherence to the
tinctures used by the Folkards of Suffolk, and notably
in the case of Clement Coke, whose monument is in
the Temple Church (1890).

It is interesting that the correspondence known as
“The Paston Letters” was contemporary with John
ffolcard’s residence at Sparham. Most of the letters
were written by Margaret Paston, who had been a
Mauteby of the manor of Mauteby’s Hall, in Sparham,
to her husband. Throughout these the name ffolcard
does not occur in its true spelling. The nearest
approach is one of 25 November, 1455:

Furthermore, as for the matre that my sone wrote to me for
the boxe whereon wreten Falce Carte Sproute that I should
enquer of William Wurcestre wher it were, the seid William
was not at hom sen I had his letter.

Possibly Mrs. Paston’s amanuensis wrote thus for
“Folcard, Sprowston”, it being within two miles from
Crostwick-next-Norwich. John ffolcard probably had
lands there, as in 1543 a Thomas ffolyart, a presumed
connection, paid a subsidy of 50 shillings on goods in
Sprowston valued at £15.

But though the name in its purity is absent from the
Paston Letters, we meet with it several times under the
corruptions of ffulchier and ffoke (pronounced ffoker)
in reference to residents of Sparham. It would be
beyond belief that three distinct families of these
equivalent names were simultaneously living in such a
small place, so it may be concluded the reference in
the following extracts referred to our John and a
probable brother, or cousin, Roger. “Jon of Sparham”
undoubtedly stood in that day for “John, lord of
Sparham,” and in a deed hereafter given, land of John
will be referred to as “John of Sparham’s Medowe”.

Extract I. Mrs. Paston to her husband, April, 1448:

I am aferd that Jon of Sparham is so schyttyl [i.e., skittle]
wyttvd, that he wyl sett hys gode [i.e., possessions] to
morgage to Heydon, or to sum other of yure gode frendys
[ironical!] but if yie [thee] will I can hold hym inne the better
ere ye [thee] kom hom.

The letter proceeds to say that John of Sparham had
been arrested for a debt of 10 marks, but had paid
“hys feys [fees] and goth [goeth] at large.”

Extract 2. Mrs. Paston to her husband, 28 February,
1449:

Roger ffoke of Sparham dare not leave his house for the suit
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Heydon and Wyndham have against him.

Extract 3. James Gresham to Master White, 8 July,
1450:

As touchyng the sute ageyns Osebern and ffoke . . . As
touchynge the fyn [fine] in the King’s Bench for Osebern and
ffoke, the fyne were cessed this terme.

Extract 4. James Gresham to John Paston, circa 1450:

Can get no money, for ffulchier hopes he is not so far in
arrear as you think.

Extract 5. James Gresham to John Paston, June, 1451:

Item. I send you the scire facias for Osbern and ffoke versus
Heydon and Wyndham.

The Pastons later became connected with the
Folkard family through the marriage of Lord Chief
Justice Coke to Bridget Paston, a family of good
standing in Suffolk. Sir Robert Paston was created Earl
of Yarmouth by Charles II., a title which became
extinct by his son’s failure of male heirs.

Having dealt with the first settlement of John
ffolcard at Sparham, attention may be turned to
notices found respecting him. The earliest relate to his
receiving the freedom of the City of Norwich in 1408
as “John ffolcard. Spycer. 10 Hen. IV” (Rye’s Calendar).
The same authority contains notice of the son, “John
ffolkard, Grocer”, obtaining the freedom in 1467, add-
ing he was a dprenticed to “John ffolkard, Citizen and
Alderman” (p ate unknown). In 1453, when the free-
dom was bestowed on his son William, he is referred
to only as “John ffolkard, Spicer”, so he would
probably have been elected alderman after that date.

His purchase of land seems to have begun while
comparatively young, for in 1427 his name is on a list
of Knights’ fees for the county:

John ffolcarde holds in Swenyngton a fourth part of a
Knights fee of Hago Hastyng, which the heirs of Geoffry
Cottces formerly held.

In 1435 he was party to the fine respecting lands at
Beeston cited above. In 1447 he witnessed a singular
deed which is endorsed :

Process to absolve Sir John Hawteyn, prest, from the Habit,
Rules, and Order of a Carmelite Friar, wh. his parents had
forced him to take upon him in the house of yt [that] Order
by London before he was 14 years old.

Sentence was pronounced for him in Heygham Church
[where Thomas ffolkard was rector] ye Last day of March,
1447, by John, abbat of Holm, the pope’s delegate.

After a lengthy interval without mention (apart from
the Paston Letters), in 1461 John and his wife executed
the deed quoted below, granting power of attorney
over the manors of Stukehall and Sparham. One of the
attornies was the Galfrid (Geoffry) Smyth named in
the wills both of himself and his brother Thomas. The
original Latin deed is in the British Museum and reads
(translated):

Be it known to all the world by these presents — We, John
ffolcarde, cititzen & alderman of Norwich and Beatrix my
wife, constitute, ordain, and in our stead have empowered,
our dearly beloved in Christ, Thomas Townsende and
Geoffry Smyth, our attornies conjoint and apart, at liberty for
us and in our name, for William ffolcarde and John Coke
fully and peacefully to be seised of and in our manors of
Stukehall and Sparham in Sparham, Bilhaghe, and
Baldeswell, in the county of Norfolk, with all lands,
tenements, rents and services, meadows fallows, pastures,
fields, courts, suits, with all other commodities and
appurtenances appertaining to the said manors, or by right
proved to be owing in the aforesaid towns. To add force,
form, and effect to which charter, henceforth completed,



ratified, and made agreeably, our said Attornies may do all
and whatsoever, either in their own or in our names they
may act in the premises. In testimony of which things we
have presently set our seals. Given at Sparham aforesaid the
ninth day of November in the first year of the reign of King
Edward the fourth after the conquest of England.

(Endorsement) Letter of Attorney made by John folkarde
to Thomas Townsende and Geoffry Smith. Edward the
fourth the first.

Also in 1461, John is named in the will of his brother
the rector of Heigham, receiving a complimentary
legacy only. His own will, dated 1463, was proved
15 March, 1464 and is entered in the registry indexes
as that of “ffolkard, Johis, Ald. Norwici”. He was
buried in the church of St. Mary the Less in Norwich
in 1463, in accordance with the cﬁrection of his will.

Will
John ffolkard, “Citizen and Alderman of Norwich”,
20 September, 1463. To be buried in the parish church of St
Mary Parva in Norwich. To the High Altar of that church
40 shillings; to that of St Trinity, Norwich 3s 4d. Other
legacies to various churches in the same city for the souls of
himself and Beatrice his wife. Legacies to the Mendicant
Friars and Celibate Sisters of Norwich, and to the Celibrate
Monks at Carhowe. To Margerie his daughter, nun at
Carhowe, 40s. To Alice Supatus (?) three silver spoons and
3s 4d. To John Martyn, his nephew, 6s 8d. To Johan ffolkarde
of Crosthweyte 3s 4d. To Alice Geyste, her sister, 6s 8d, with
a mattrass and bolster, coverlets, platters, dishes, etc, and
three silver spoons. To Margaret Wynce, sister of aforesaid
Alice, 3s 4d. To Johan, daughter of John his son, 6s 8d. To
Galfryd Smyth, his servant, certain bedding, plates and
dishes, and 10 shillings in money. Further legacies to
churches in Norwich and Crosthweyte. To the churches of
Sparham, Attelbrigge, and Swenyngton, torches. Rest of
property to be realised by executors, who are Roger Best,
clerk, and John and William ffolkard, citizens of Norwich,
drapers, his sons. To Roger Best for his pains 20 shillings.
Witnesses to seal, Robert Ball, John Marshall, John Gooe
(?Goose), Jolpe Baly, William Cottyng and William Wellys.
By codicil of same date he leaves all his lands in
Attelbrigge, Norfolk, to Thos Eyle, citizen and alderman in
Norwich, in trust for charitable purposes for the souls of
himself and Beatrice his wife. Also his lands in Swenyngton
for like purposes. To his sons John and WIlliam certain lands
and messuages in the latter place. Further legacies to Alice
Geyste and others. Proved at Norwich, 15 March 1464.

John's three children were:

7. Margery ffolkard his daughter, named in his will as
being a “nun at Carhowe” (i.e. Carrow, Norfolk). She
remained at the nunnery as late as 1492 for we learn
from the Nomina Commonialium, which, when
recording a visitation of the diocese of Norwich by the
bishop of that see in October, 1492, enters the name of
“Domina Margereta ffolkard” as an inmate of the
Carrow nunnery.
8. William ffoﬁmrd, of Norwich, a son of John and
Beatrix, and brother to Margery. We know little of
him, except he was named exor. to the will of his
father as a citizen of Norwich, and that he took up his
freedom there in 1453. Rye’s Calendar of the Freemen of
Norwich from 1317 to 1603 contains the entry:

William ffolkard, Draper, apprenticed to John ffolkard,
Spicer, 32nd Hen. VI.

In 1461 he and John Coke became jointly seised of
the manors of Sparham and Stukehall (anc “Stivekey
Hall”) by the deed quoted under the notice of his
father (N}(l). 6).

9. John ffolkard, of Sparham, was son to John and
Beatrix, and brother to William and Margery. He was
an exor. to the will of his father and died in 1469,
probably young, as he was only elected a freeman of
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Norwich, according to Rye’s Calendar:

John ffolkard, Grocer, apprenticed to John ffolkard, Citizen
and Alderman, 7 Ed. IV.

In the British Museum there is a charter in Latin of
1465, granting land in Sparham to John:

Be it known in the present and future that we John Sond [or
Bond] of Blakeswel and Margaret my wife by our joint
consent given and conceded, by this my present charter we
confirm to John ffolkard of Sparham, Gentleman, his heirs
and assigns, two pieces of land and viiij. pightels in the held
of Sparham aforesaid, one of which pieces of land lies in the
field of Sparham called Southelonde between the land of the
aforesaid John ffolkard on the east and south parts, and
abuts upon the land also belonging to John ffolkard on the
north, and upon land of Sparham Hall in the hand of John
Paston towards the south, the other piece of land lies
between the land of John ffolkard and Johnathan [quare]
Emsen . .. John ffolkard . . . Casterys . . . on the south [quare]
and land of the said John ffolkard on the east part, and abuts
upon land of the said John ffolkard towards the south, and
upon certain pightles of his to the north, and which pightles
lie between . . . pasture lands of Sparham on the northern
part and the aforesaid pieces of land and land of the
aforesaid John ffolkard on the southern part, and abut upon
... and on land in the use of John ffolkard aforesaid on the
east, to have and to hold the said two pieces of land and
pightles with their appurtenances by the presaid John
ffolkard, his heirs and assigns, to hold as his feodary and
upon former custom. And we the aforesaid John Sond and
Margaret my wife and our heirs present the two pieces of
land and pightles with their appurtenances to the aforesaid
John ffolkard, his heirs and assigns, and their descendants as
lately warranted, and we constitute and appoint Thomas
Townesend and Richard Strecok our faithful and legitimate
attornies to break up and divide to secure for us on our
behalf to the aforesaid John ffolkard full and peaceful service
of the aforesaid two pieces of land and pightels with their
appurtenances as aforesaid, to have and to hold to the said
John ffolkard, his heirs and assigns according to the form
and effect of this my present charter, and that our aforesaid
attornies shall do all things that are permitted by these
presents. In testimony of this present charter I have set my
seal, these being witnesses. — Thomas Townesend, Robert
ffrany, John Martyn, John Wegge, and others. Given at
Sparham the 20th day of December in the fifth year of King
Edward the fourth after the Conquest.” (Translation)

John’s will is dated 1469, and was proved early in
that year. It names his wife Johne (Joan) who survived
him, (and who subsequently married Thomas
Papworth) but makes no reference to any children,
and, judging from the date of his having obtained the
freedom of Norwich, he was obviously comparatively
younlgl when he died. That he had one child, a
daughter Johan, is evidenced by the will of her
grandfather, which includes a legacy to “Johan,
daughter of John my son,” she being named after her
mother. The entire aﬁsence of mention of this daughter
in her father’s will may be accepted as evidence of her
death before its date. For the same reason, his son
William must have been born posthumously. There is
an omission in the abstract printed of John’s will. By it
he leaves “my manor” to his wife.

Will

John ffolkard of Sparham, Norf, 11 April 1469. To be buried
in the church at Sparham, to the High Altar of which
20 pence. All his goods to Johne his wife. His exor, Will
Amyott, to pay all debts. Sealed at Sparham the day above
named. Proved at Norwich, 24 April, 1469.

10. William ffolkard, of Sparham, must have been
born in 1469, and this is confirmed by a deed hereafter
transcribed. There can be little doubt that he was a
posthumous son. There is no record of his death. He



was assessed for subsidies at Sparham in the 14th and
15th Hen. VIII. (1522-23). As his widow ultimately
paid a subsidy at Sparham on a different roll of the
same years, it is certain that he must have died
between the assessment for and collection of those
subsidies. If he was born after his father’s death, he
would have been about 53 years old when he died.
The will of William Wutton (quoted hereafter) does
not refer to William as dead at the date of it, which
was certainly subsequent to 1516.

The parentage of the wife Joan is unknown. The
earliest mention of her is that above referred to, 1522-
23. On a subsidy roll of that date there occurs the
entry:

Johane ffollkar, wedowe, in londe yerly £6.6s.

The tax assessment on her husband is among those
for Sparham in the same year.

Very shortly after this she and her two daughters
granted a lease of a farm, the original of which
unfortunately is much mutilated. One of the seals is on
a slip of parchment evidently cut from a will. This
bears the writing:

en I John Smerte of Norwich CCCCCXXI (1521) in my good
mynd — orwich forseid make my testament — Almighty
God Oure blissed lady sc . . .

This fixes the approximate date of the lease and
agrees with the evidence as to the husband’s death in
1522-23. The lease itself is written in English:

This indenture made betwyn Joone ffolcard of Sparham in
the Counte of Norff. widowe Alice ffolcard and Joone
ffolcard daughters of the seid Joone ffolcard widowe on the
oon parte and John Park of Sparham forseid husbondman on
the other parte Witnesseth that the seid Joone Alice and
Joone have dymysed graunted and lett to ferm to the seid
John Park certen londe lying in Sparham that is to sey a
Close called Walters with all the advannitages therto
belongyng too medowes lyinge in Brydeswell whereof oon
conteyneth three rods and the other conteyneth iiij Acres jj
Acrs and an half at langlonde / three half Acres at Newcros
/ an Akir by the comon wey goyng onto Baldeswell / an
Akir abuttynge upon the wey towarde Baldeswell / four
acres lying in the North feilde nere togedir / vi. acres of
slande lying at Stokys Wonge / three rods lyinge under
Jerbridge Dyke and an akir at Cowlonde in Sparham. To
have and to holde all the seid Closes medowes and londe to
the seid John Parke and his assignes from the fest of Seint
Michaell therchaungell next comyng aft the date herof onto
the ende and terme of ffyfty yere then next folowing and
fully complete yeldyng therfor yerly for the seid ferme
duryng all the seid terme to the seid Joone Alice and Joone
unto them ther heyrs executours or assigns xxiiiis iiiid of
lawfull englysh money at too termes of the yer by evyn
portions that is to sey the fest of All Seints xiis iid and at the
fest of the purificacon of oure blessed lady xiis iid and so
from fest to feste from terme to terme and from yer to yer
durynge the seid terme of ffyfty yere / And if it happe the
seid ferme to be byhynde by the space of a moneth next afte
eny of the seid fests in part or in all durynge the seid terme
then it shalbe lofull to the seid Joone Alice and Joone ther
heirs and ther assignes in to all the seid Closes medowes and
lands to reentre and thoo to reteigne to them ther heirs and
assignes as in ther first astate forever / And therof the seid
John Park and his assignes to expelle and put oute forever
this present grant and leez to ferme notwithstondyng.
Moreover the seid Joone Alice and Joone covenant and
graunte to discharge and find harmles the seid John Park
and his assignes of all rente goyng oute of seid londe ayenst
the Kynge and the chiefe lorde of the fee duryng the seid
terme In Witnesse whereof to these present Ind[dentures]
the parties aforeseid alternatly have sette ther sealls / gevyn
the xxvi day of March in the x . . . [destroyed] . . . Reigne . . .
[destroyed]
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Three seals are attached, the impression on one
apparently representing a nude woman kneeling on a
cushion before what looks like a cross. The other two
are simple star impressions from one seal.

As evidence how untrustworthy some of the
pedigrees compiled by Davy are, the one by him of the
Coke family shows the grandson of the daughter Alice
ffolcard of the above lease, who was at the date of it
unmarried, to have been born in 1513!

The next mention found of Joan is 1543 when, as
“Jone folker widowe” she was assessed for a subsidy
of 4 shillings for Foods in Sparham, paying 4 shillings
on a second roll of the same year under the same
name. In 1545, “Johanne ffolcar Wid.” paid “for lond
12 shillings” in Sparham, she having been assessed for
that amount in the same year as “Johanne ffolcarde
widow.” Her name is absent from the next subsidy roll
preserved of 1551.

The will of 1555 is that of a Johan ffooke
(pronounced ffooker), of Sparham. This may be her
will, but the name of the child given in it differs from
those of the lease. Probably this Johan ffooke was the
widow of a Walter ffooke, who was assessed for a
subsidy of 12 pence for movable goods valued at
40 shillings in Sparham in 1522-3. These ffookes were
no doubt tfolcards of the same family.

Having dealt with all that is to be traced of William’s
wife, we proceed to such records as have been
preserved of the husband. The earliest mention is a
deed of 1490 relating to the manors of Sparham and
Stukeholt. Although considerably mutilated, it is
legible throughout. It appears to be a re-transfer of
these manors to William ffolcard, who must for some
reason unknown have previously made them over to
the Richard Kay who executed the deed:

Be it known in the present and future that I, Richard Kay,
clerk, have demised and surrendered in free fee, and by this
my present charter confirmed to William ffolkard
gentleman, Thomas Curzon, Armiger, William Scarlett of
Hoo, Clement Wulvesly of Sparham, Robert Smyth of
Attlebridge, and Edward Bishop of Baldeswell, all those
manors of mine called Sparham and Stukehalt in Sparham
aforesaid, with all rents’, services of free tenants and born
serfs, wardships, marriage fines, reliefs, escheats, liberties,
fields, woods, underwoods, meadows, prepared land,
pastures, right of cutting turf [i.e., turbary], moors, marshes,
commons, roads, footpaths, hays, rights of chase, perquisites
of courts, native serfs and their belongings, with all other
commodities, liberties, profits and appurtenances
whatsoever, in the towns of Sparham aforesaid, Baldeswell,
Whitwell, and elsewhere in other towns adjacent. All of
which I formerly had by gift, grant and confirmation of the
aforesaid William ffolkard, son and heir of John ffolkard,
formerly of Sparham, gentleman, as held by a certain charter
of feoffment by him to me formerly fully completed. By
these presents to have and to hold all my aforesaid manors,
with all their appurtenances aforesaid as lying in the town
aforesaid and elsewhere in other towns adjacent as
aforesaid, to the pre-named William ffolkard, gentleman,
Thomas Curzon, Armiger, William Scarlett, Clement
Woulvesley, Robert Smyth, and Edward Bishop, their heirs
and assigns, of the chief lords of those fees to be had and be
held by the services due to them and by the right of customs
in perpetuity. In testimony of which things to this present
charter of mine I have appended my seal. These are the
witnesses — Nicolas Strecock, John Davy, William Fr[anie],
Roger Semer, and William Semer, with many others. Given
at Sparham aforesaid on the ninth day of the month of
August in the sixth year of the reign of King Henry the
seventh after the conquest of England” (1490). (Translation)

Presumably those associated with William are
trustees of the heirship.

In 1492 we find him party to the following further
deed, which is in Latin and in the British Museum



Collections. The deed is very difficult to decipher, and
the translation is approximate only.

Be it known in the present and future that we, Nicholas
Stryecock of Sparham, Thomas Spryngwell of ffoxley, and
William Grosse of Sparham aforesaid, yield, demise and
enfeof by this present charter (as hereafter described?) to
John Davy of Sparham, Margaret his wife, William ffolkard,
Gentylman, and Clement Wallerby [quare Wulvesley] of the
same place, their heirs and assigns, one piece of land called
Dedings [quare] lying between the land of William ffolkard
on the west side, and land formerly of Thomas Townesyend
on the east side, and abutting on the land of Clement
Wollerby and Alice Derfus [quare] her assigns, which piece
of land in part among others in [holding of] Margaret
Maryott, formerly wife of John Maryott of Sparham now
dead, lately [holding] by charter and confirmation of John
ffrany of Sparham, who by a charter of his given at Sparham
the dominical day aforesaid before the feast of St. Alphege

.. in the XXIst year of King Edward the fourth since the
Conquest sufficiently bound to have and to hold the
aforesaid one piece of land in the present part to John Davy,
Margaret his wife, William ffolkard, and Clement Wollerby,
their heirs and assigns, of the capital demised to their
feodary by oath roughly [quare informally] given and by
him later confirmed. In confirmation and testimony of these
presents we have set our seals, these being witnesses —
Thomas Veriant [quare Vincent], John Gross, Thomas
Martyn and Roger Sems [quare Semer] with many others.
Given at Sparham the XXVIIIth day of January in the
seventh year of the reign of King Henry the seventh after the
Conquest.

Three seals wholly defaced are attached. In 1496
“Wills. ffolkard, Generosus” witnessed a charter by
William Jervryse of Sparham and Edward Edryche of
lyng [Lynn] of land at “longdyk” in Sparham to John
Davy of Sparham, John Paston, “militis,” and John
Sneterton. Other witnesses are Clement Wollesvy,
Thomas Urystemas [quare Christmas], John Reyner
and Thomas Barton.

In 1522-23 William was assessed 8 shillings for land
in Bylaugh (adjoining Sparham) and 24 shillings for
land in Sparham itself. But he certainly died before the
payment became due in 1523, his widow, as stated,
paying part of the impost.

In Sparham Church there is a brass tablet to his
memory. The inscription reads:

Drate p’ a'f’a Wl ffollcard Generosi cufl’
anime propicietur deug amen.

(Translated) Pray for the soul of William ffollcard,
Gentleman, to whose soul may God be propitious. Amen.

No will of William has been found.

11. Thomas ffolkard, of Sparham, was son and heir to
William and Joan. Blomfield records the son outlived
his father, but died afterwards without issue, his estate
going to his two sisters, Joan and Alice, mentioned in
the lease above. The only other information respecting
him is obtained from the will (undated) of a William
Wutton, of North Tuddenham. The year 1516 is
named on a Latin deed referring to the manor of
Stukehall attached to it. The will itself, in English and
much mutilated, reads:

The last Wyll of me William Wutton of the 11 closes callyd
Stukehall closes . . . cred . . . that Estate / I wyll that Charter I
have mad of ffeoffment of 11 Closes callyd Stuke Hall closes
to the use of / me and myn heyrs that yf Thomas ffolkard
paye or (causes) to be payed Richard (Harvye?) (when of ?)
ffull Age or Wythin xii moneths after to myn executors or
Assignes twenty poundes of / lawfull money of Ynglond
that then all such persons as ar or shall be seasyd of the
premises / to the use of me and of myn heyrs shall stonde

115

from thensfurth and be seasyd to the use of the / sayd
Thomas and of hys heyres Accordyng to such promyse as I
mad to Sir Robert Southwell Knyght / whose soule Jesus
pardon at such tyme When he gave me the seyd closes Wych
closes were / sold to him by William ffolkard ffadyr of the
seyd Thomas for me (quare) W. Wutton.

Below the signature is some writing nearly faded
out and illegible, and the will is endorsed “facta . . .
voluntas Willi Wotton”.

It is apparent from this and another charter annexed
to this will that the father of Thomas, William, had
parted with a portion at least of the manor of Stukehall
to Sir Robert Southwell, who in his turn gave this
portion to William Wutton conditional on a promise
that it should revert to Thomas on his attaining full
age, provided he paid a sum of twenty pounds. The
date of his father’s sale of the property is not traceable.
It may be concluded that both father and son were
living at the date of this deed (1516).

The date of Thomas’s death is unknown, but must

have occurred before the execution of the lease. The
date of this is so far decipherable as to assure us it was
granted durin%the second decade of the reign of
Henry VIII. The father died in 1522 — i.e., the
fourteenth year of Henry’s reign, and Blomfield has
told us his son survived him. It follows that Thomas
must have died between 1522-28. With him,
doubtless, the residence at Sparham of any male
bearing the name ceased, the registers of Sparham,
which commence in 1575, containing no entry of it as
far as 1692. Neither does the Heartlg1 Tax roll of 1672
include the name, nor any form of it.
12. Joan ffolkard was Thomas’ sister and daughter of
William (No. 10) and Joan ffolkard. Having borne her
mother’s name, probably she was the elder of the two
sisters succeeding to their brother’s estate. She was a
party to the lease above transcribed. She married a
Thomas Boly (Boby) whose signature appears as
witness to a bond of 1547 entered into by his brother-
in-law, John Coke. He and his brother Richard Boby
were co-lessors with the same John Coke of certain
land in 1546. From these we learn that both the
brothers Boby were residents of Sparham.

In 1543 as “Thos. Bobye”, he paid a subsidy of 6s 8d
in Sparham. His family was an ancient one in Suffolk,
the earliest note referring to a Hugo de Boby living in
that county in 1199. The name is evidently of Flemish
origin, for among the arms given in an armorial of
Flanders of about 1592 are those of “Die Grave Van
Bobye.”

Nothing additional is known either of Thomas Bob

or his wife. We learn, however, from Blomfield’s
record that Joan succeeded as coheiress with her sister
Alice to the estates of her brother Thomas ffolkard on
his death without issue.
13. Alice ffolkard was Joan’s sister (apparently the
younger). Her parentage and marriage to John Coke
(of Crostwicke descent) of Ryston are well established.
She was one of the lessors in the lease before quoted.

Sir John Blois gives this marriage in his genealogy of
Coke, spelling the name “ffulcard.” Carthew’s History
of the Hundred of Launditch states: “Robert Coke
inherited the Sparham estate from his grandfather,
John Coke and Alice his wife, daughter of William
Folcard of that place”. These evidences coincided with
the dates and other conditions of the deeds hereinafter

uoted, and with the Coke pedigree of 1615, outweigh
the assignment on the facsimile armorial pedigree of
Alice as the wife of Thomas Coke, son to this John.

Among the subsidies the only reference found to her
husband is on a roll of 1545, in which his name
appears as paying 12s 2/-d for land in Sﬁarham. Two

eeds executed by him have come to light. The first is
a lease (1546) of four acres described as “John of
Sparham’s medowe”, the equivalent for “John, Lord of



the manor of Sparham.”

The second deed (1547) evidently refers to an
agreement to sell a moiety of the manor of Sparham
Hall which had come into John Coke’s possession by
his marriage with Alice ffolkard. The bond itself is in
Latin, the endorsement upon it being in English.

With these deeds, all knowledge of the Folkards at
Sparham comes to an end. Two facts above recited cast
great doubt on the correctness of the known pedigrees
of Coke. All of these show the Lord Chief Justice, Sir
Edward Coke, as the great grandson of Alice Folkard.
But this seems impossible. The lease executed by her
we know, as stated above, to have been done as a
single woman within the second decade of Henry
VIIl's reign. The single x of the date is plainly
distinguishable on this lease. Again, the date of 1521 is
on one of the parchment tabs to which the seals are
affixed. It is impossible, therefore, to assign an earlier
date for this lease than 1522, but as Alice’s father was
subsidised and appears to have died in that year a
more likely date would be 1524. Her eldest son could
not, therefore, have been born before 1525. His son
could not possibly have been born — making all
allowance for the youthful marriages of those days —
before 1543, and this would make Sir Edward Coke’s
birth in 1551 out of the question. At least one
generation must have been erroneously introduced
into all the old pedigrees. Evidences as to the dates of
the births in this family seem to have been very weak,
and I believe I am right in conjecturing the Robert
Coke of Sparham was identical with the Robert Coke
of Mileham, and that he was twice married. This
would make the Chief Justice to have been the
grandson, and not the great grandson, of Alice
Folkard. The want of accurate knowledge of the
intervening generations bﬁ the compilers of the
pedigrees is evidenced by the incorrect assignment
upon the armorial pedigree of Thomas Coke as the
husband of Alice.

The history of the Cokes after the Chief Justice is
well known, as are also the details of the career of that
eminent lawyer. It was his great-great-great grandson
who was created Earl of Leicester in 1744, this first
Earl having been born in 1696. His only son died
before him without heirs, and the title then died out. It
was revived in 1837 in the person of Thomas William
Coke, of Holkham, Norfolk, who was grandson to a
sister of the Earl of first creation. The manors of
Folkard, Sparham, and Stukehall, are still the property
of the Earls of Leicester (1890).

Miscellaneous Wills

Norfolk was an area largely unchartered in 1890 when
Arthur Crouch published his history and remains so
today. The following wills were all collected and
publ}i,shed bK him, and are reprinted without
comment. As happened a hundred years ago, Norfolk
as a county is touched upon at various points
throughout the volume; hopefully, in the next
hundred years it will be researched thoroughly.

[1]

Will

John ffoke (ffoker), Rector of Frammingham Pigott, Norfolk,
1416. To be buried in chancel of the church of that place. To
repair of chancel 40 pence, and for repair of church 40 pence.
To leper hospital at Norwich 6 pence. Exors. Andrew Syre,
Sibill his mother, and Richard his brother. Proved at
Norwich 1 July, 1416.

[2]

Will

Margaret ffoker (ffolkard) formerly wife of Roger ffoker, of
ffolsham, Norf, 16 March, 1484. To be buired at ffolsham. To
the High Altar of the church there 20 pence, and to its
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chaplain 12 pence. Many charitable legacies, and others to
religious guilds, including land called “Porkelyte”. To
Agnes, daughter of William her son, a best “zona” and one
pair of sheets. To Agnes her daughter 20 shillings. To Cecilie
her daughter 20 shillings. To Margaret, Thomas, Robert,
George and Alice Barker; Alice, Thomas junior, John, Henry
and Richard ffox, 3s 4d each. To Agnes, Edward’s daughter,
3s 4d. To Margaret Horne 6s 8d, and a bedstead colored
green, with blankets and sheets. To John Horne, Margaret
Mayer and Agnes Edwards, 3s 4d each. To John and
Nicholas Warne and William Allys, 12 pence each. To
Nicholas Horne and Cecilie his wife, 6 “papsides” (?) of
pewter and a candlestick. To Agnes ffoker 1 (illegible).
To Margaret Horne 1 long coffer. To Cecilie Horne, “my
daughter” 1 “Sprowse clyste”. Residue of goods to Thomas
ffox and Robert Beaker (?Barker), who are exors. Nicholas
Horne “to have 4s 4d. Proved at Baldeswell “last day of
March 1489” by Thomas and Robert the exors.

[3]

will

Philip ffolpe (ffolper, ffolpard, ffolkard) of Comeston, Norf,
23 July, 1503. To the High Altar of Comeston “a cowe
bullock of three yeres”. To Margery his wife “two kyne of
the best”. To Petyr and John his sons a cow each. His sheep
evenly between his wife and two sons. Some sheep to
William his son. To his wife, residue of all property and “a
chamber to dwell in in my place”. Also some land for life. A
tenement called Durrante to his son Petyr. Residue of land to
his wife and son Petyr to pay his debts — His wife and
Thomas Nobes (?Nokes) of Castoris exors. Proved at Castoris,
19 October, 1503.

[4]

Will

John ffolcher (ffolcherd) of Reydon, near Diss, Norf, 24 May,
1535. To be buried at Reydon, Several legacies to churches.
To Jone his wife, tenement and lands in Reydon for life, and
at her decease to Reynold his son and Alis his daughter
equally. To Nycholas his son 5 marks, 2 milch kyne and
some land. His wife sole extx. Proved at Norwich, 26 July
1535.

[5]

Will

Johan ffoke (ffooker, ffolker) of Sparham, Norf. Widow.
23 August, 1555. “Healthy of body.” To be buried in the
Holy Sanctuary of Sparham. To the poor there 12 pence. To
Elizeabeth Chandler her daughter “all that my mere edifice
with seven and one half acres custumary land and 1 acre of
bond land in Sparham for life”. She to keep house in repair,
and it to go at her death to Thomas Davenye, son of the said
Elizeabeth. He also to have “my cottage in the garden” in
Sparham, paying to Robert and Alys Davenye and John
Chaundler, children of Elizeabeth Chaundler “my daughter
aforeseid”, 7 marks. Some other legacies to these children,
and residue to Thomas Davenye, who is exor. Robert Ryner
of Sparham, Supervisor, with 3s 4d for his trouble. Proved at
Bawdeswell, 11 May 1558.

[6]

Will

Robert ffolser (ffowker & ffowlcer) of Fretton, Norf.,
20 October, 1558. To Emma his wife £40. To Margaret his
daughter £20. A legacy to the children of Anne Whytham. To
his grandchild Henry Sporle £5 at 20, he being the son of
testator’s daughter Margaret. To John ffolser the elder of
Yarmouth, and to his son of 13 years, John ffolser junior, “to
go to schule”, to each of them 33s 4d. Residue to wife. She
and Nicholas Stanton exors. Legacies to poor. Henry Sporle
witness. Proved 11 June, 1561 by the exors.

(7]
Will
Henry ffoker (ffolkard) the elder of Newton-Flotman,



Norfolk, husbandman. 22 April 1614. “Being sick”. To be
buried in churchyard of Newton-Flotman. To Dorothie his
wife all his tenements, houses, and lands in that place for
life. The reversion of the same to John his eldest son “on
condicion he payes unto my children such legacies as
follows”. To his son Henry £5 after wife’s death. To Agnes,
Frances, Johan, Lydia, and Dorothie, his daughters,
40 shillings apiece. His wife sole extx. She to bring up his
children and made residuary legatee for that purpose —
Proved at Norwich, 23 April 1614 by executrix.

(8]

Will

John ffoker of Fakenham, Norf. To Samuel Browne and John
22 stone of wool for the education and bringing up of
William his son until 14 years old, and then the remainder to
be for his use and benefit. To Andrew his son a tenement
called Blackbornes in Holt till 15 years old, and 2 loads of
hay for his education. Another tenement and residue of
propety to be divided among his children, Margaret,
Katherine, Mary, Christopher, Andrew, William, and
N(?icholas) (destroyed in orig). To John his son all his “shoppe
tooles”. John Goods and Walter Cowell exors. — Date
destroyed — Proved at Norwich, 6 April, 1620.

[9]

Will

Thomas ffolker (indexed ffolkard) the elder, of Horning, Norf.
Husbandman: 12 November, 6th Charles I (1630). To
Katherine ffolker, widow, his daughter-in-law, all his goods
and chattels and money, but Elizeabeth his wife to have the
use of them for her “naturel lyfe, soe that she make noe
waste of them”. The aforesaid Katherine ffolker to be extx.
The marke of “Thomas ffolker ye elder”.

[10]

Will

Mary ffoker (original will endorsed Marie ffokard) of
Kessynglond, Suffolk, Widow: 20 October, 1640. “Unto Mary
my daughter £10, whereof five poud was owing her from
her father. Unto Margery my daughter the sum of five
pound which my brother Thomas owned over me, which I
will shall remayne in his hands for the good of her and her
children, and that her husband may never getten it. All the
rest of Klinghorn (?) my grandchyld, whom I make my sole
executrix. To Thomas Passley (?Paslew) my brother’s son,
20 shillings. To Thomas Cripps, my syster’s son,
20 shillings”. Signed ffoker, her mark. Witnessed by John
Capps and Margaret Coan, her mark. Proved at Beccles,
3 January, 1640 (old style), and at Ipswich 23 January, 1640.

[11]

Will

Rowland ffawkard. “Memorandum — That on the eleaventh
Day of March in the yeare of our Lord God One thousand
six hundred and fifty-three, Rowland ffawkard, of the Parish
of Saint Paule in Covent Garden in the County of Middlesex,
being sick and weake in bodye but of very good and perfect
memorie, did make and declare his last Will and Testament
nuncupative, or by word of mouth, as followeth or to the
like effect. That is to say he being desieis to make his will
and to dispose of his estate, he answeres that his Wife Anne
ffawkard had bin a very honest and carefull woman, and
therefore he did and would give all his estate unto her and
would give nothing from her, only he desires his said Wife
to be carefull to bring upp his children in the feare of God,
and if the Lord should blesse her with anything, that she
would dispose thereof unto them as they should deserve.
And the words therein by him spoken he declared with an
intent that they should stand for and bee his last Will and
Testament in the prescence and hearing of credible
witnesses. Mary Harper her marke, Dorothy Appellgerth”.

“The Twelveth day of Aprill in the year of our Lord God
one thousand six hundred fifty and foure, before the Judge
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for probate of Wills and Granting administrations lawfully
authorized, Letters of Administration were granted unto
Anne ffawkard, the Relict and universall Legatorie named in
the last Will and testament by word of mouth of Rowland
ffawkard late of the Parishe of Paule, Covent Garden, in the
County of Middlesex, deceased, to administer the goods,
chattels, and debts of the said deceased acording to the
Tenor and effect of the said Will, there being no executor in
the said Will named, she, the said Anne ffawkard, being first
sworne well and truly to administer ye same.”

[12]

Will

Andrew ffoaker (ffoker, Phoker) of Glamford, Norf.
1 November, 1665. (See father’s will No 8) To his son John his
houses, lands etc, for ever. He to permit testator’s wife
Elizeabeth to enjoy part of the house in Glamford in which
testator dwelt, as also a cow and a bullock. The said John
further to pay to his mother quarterly during her life 25s,
and she to have use of all household stuff, it going at her
death to testator’s two daughters, Elizeabeth and Mary. To
his son, Caster ffoaker, £30 when 24, and in the event of his
death before that age, that sum to two daughters aforesaid.
To his daughter Elizeabeth 6s per quarter after death of his
wife. To his daughter Mary £10 when 21. If she die, the
money to go to his son Castor. Appoints Robert Lowde,
Rector of Eley, “my brother Christopher ffoaker”, and
William Reynolds of Glamford, exors. Testator’s mark.
Proved at Walsingham, 21 November, 1667.

[13]

Will

John ffalker of Hornyng, Norf, Husbandman: 20 January,
1676. He being sick. To his wife Bridget two cows, one red
the other brown, and his bedstead, feather bed, boulsters
and pillows, coverletts etc. Other furniture, cattle, and farm
produce to go to satisfy a bond given to Thomas Wilson, late
of Hoveton St John, Norf, upon testator’s marriage, for £10.
To John Pidgeon his grandchild, son of Bridgett Pidgeon his
daughter, £5 when 21. If he die, the £5 to James Jurden his
grandchild, son of Ann Jurden his daughter. To the three
children of Richard Reade and Susan his wife 20 shillings. To
the poor of Horning 10 shillings. A sermon to be preached at
his funeral by Mr John Sheringham, minister of Horning. To
James Jurden aforesaid 20 shillings. Residue to exors, who
are William Pidgeon and Anthoney Jurden, “my sons-in-
law”. Fifty shillings to be spent on his funeral and burial.
Signed John ffalker. Proved at Sutton by William Pidgeon,
10 January 1680.

[14]

Will

Christopher ffoaker (indexed Phoker) of Brinton, Norf. Taylor,
13 January, 1678 (see father’s will No 12). “Weak and sick in
body.” To Roger ffoker his son all testator’s land and estate
in Brinton, Thorney, and Brinningham, “on condition that
Roger Phoker my son shall pay my wife Sarah Phoker and
Elizeabeth my daughter together 30 shillings per quarter for
life of Sara my wife”, and 52 shillings a year at his wife’s
death to said daughter Elizeabeth Phoker for life. Testator’s
wife to dwell in his house and have the orchard. To
Clemence Multon his daughter £6, and to Sara Balls his
daughter £20 at death of wife. Roger Phoker his son sole
executor. Mark of C. ffhoker. John foker a witness. No record
of proof, but probably in 1681.

[15]

Will

Roger Phoker (ffokard ffoaker, see wills Nos 10 and 14) of
Brinton, Norf, Worsted Weaver: 30 July 1706. To William his
son all his houses, lands etc, in Brinton "which were my
fathers", and others in Briningham, he paying to testator's
son Robert £3 yearly during the life of "my wife Catherine".
To his daughter Sarah £30 and other houses and lands in
Brinton. All household goods to wife. His son William



aforesaid to be residuary legatee and exor. Signed by
testator, and proved at Gunthorpe 2 April 1707 by the exor.

[16]

Will

Catherine Phoker (ffokard ffoaker, see husbands will No 15),
of Holkham, Norf., widow: 26 March 1721. To her daughter
Sarah, "now wife of Thomas Magnes", lands and tenements
in Great Snoring and Thurfford, Norf, for ever. To her son
Robert Phoker of Brinton, Norf, 3 acres of land in
Brinnington, Norf, he to pay to her son William Phoker £10.
Sarah Magnes extx. Signed by testatrix. No record of proof,
which must have been made in 1721.

[17]

Will

Thomas ffolkard of Starston, Norf, Yeoman: 30 April 1721.
"Sicke in bodye". To Anne his wife houses, lands and
tenements in Starston. Also to her all household stuff. She
sole extx. Mark and seal of testator. Proved 23 May 1721.

(18]

Will

Thomas Ffaulke (ffaulker) of Happisburgh, Norf,
Gentleman: 29 October 1729. To his wife Mary all his houses
and lands in Happisburgh for life, and at her decease to his
son James, who is to pay to testator's son Thomas £100. The
aforesaid James also to pay to Ann, Mary, Martha, and
Elizabeth ffaulker, "my daughters”, £20 each. "My estate in
Tost Monks, Gillingham, and Haddihee [?Haddiscoe, Norf] to
be sold, and money equally divided between my children at
21 years or at marriage of daughters". Residue to wife, who
is to pay "any debts remaining of my Late father Thomas
ffaulke". She sole extx. "she consulting my brother-in-law
John Wenn of Southrepps". Signed by testator. No proof
recorded.

[19]

Will

Robert Phoker (ffoker, ffokard), of Brinton, Norfolk: 17 April
1744. To Mary, his wife, all his houses, lands and tenements
in Brinton, Brisingham, and ffoulsham, Norfolk, and she sole
extx and general legatee. — Mark R of testator — Proved 14
January 1745.

[20]

Will

James Phoker (ffoker, ffokard) of Salthouse, Norfolk,
Yeoman: 9 April 1746. “Being sicke”. His houses and lands
in Salthouse to his wife Frances for life, and at her death to
his son James Phoker. Wife to maintain Martha Phoker,
testator’s daughter by a first wife. His son James to pay to
testator’s daughters Martha and Mary 30 shillings each at
the death of wife. The latter exor and residuary legatee —
Mark of testator — No probate. Registered 1747.

[21]

Will

Mary Phoker (ffoker, ffokard) of Brinton, Norfolk, Widow:
3 August 1753. “Being weake in body”. To her kinsman,
John Parker, all her “greasing” (?grazing) ground in
ffoulsham. He to pay £8 to his sister Mary Leverington, and
£100 to the children of the latter. All houses and lands in
Brinton to Thomas Rix, of Binham, Gent., and Ann his wife.
James Parker, her kinsman, named, and many legacies of
linen, silver, furniture, and clothing to persons before
named. To be buried near her late husband. Thomas Rix
exor — Signed by testatrix — Proved 8 July 1755.
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THE PARISH REGISTERS OF DISS 1551-1837
Norfolk and Norwich Genealogical Society 1987

Folcar, Folker, Foker: 6,30,41,78,79,80,82,126,140,162
Folkard, Folcard, Fookard: 7,22,25,39,(2), 42,43,424,430,459.
pp
6 Robt Hendry and agnes y daught” of Tho Folcar of
Brome xxvj septe

Robt Hendry and agnes y daughtr of Tho Folcar of
Brome xxvj septe

30

41 Margret y daughter of Tho Folker y xxx

78 Willm Foker and Anne Fulcher xvj daye — mar Feb 1617

79 John the sonne of Wm Foker bap the xviij™ daie, Feb
1618

80 Elizabeth the daughter of William Foker the 2" daye,
Julie 1620

82 Anne the daughter of William Foker y same daye,

March 1621

126 Upon the XXth day of November: 1656 I received a
request in wrighting for the publishing of a consent of
marriage bet Robt Gill of Burston in the County of Norff
singleman, and Sarah Foker of the same towne
singlewoman, to be published in the market of Disse,
wch was published there upon the xxj* and the xxviij"
days of the same month, and upon the v day of
December, being market days according to Act of
Parliament: By mee Edward Wiseman Upon the 12" day
of Dec: 1656 the above named Robt Gill and Sarah Foker
were joyned together in Marriage att Disse in Norff in
the p(er)sence of Francis Alpe gent, Andr Burlingham
and others before me. Tho Sheriff(es).

140 Robert Locke and Elizabeth Fooker the 7* Day Feb 1666;
marr

162 Thomas Vorgo and Mary Folkor Dec the eight 1685;

marr

Thomas Fookard and Joane Estolle were marryed the

xxiiij" de July 1568

Thomas the sonne of Thomas Folkard, bapt 1566

Robt Hendry and Anne Folkard the 26 of September

1557, marr

Tho Fokard and Joane Estone y xxiiij 1568, marr

Tho y sonne of Tho Folkard Nov 1569, bapt

Eliz y daughter of Tho Folkard, Nov 1573, bapt

Wn y sonne of Tho Folkard y xxiiii, July 1575, bapt

424 Robert Beercroft, Wymondham (signs Beercroft) and
Anne Fokard x Banns (Beercroft 20, 27, Sept 4 Oct) 13
Oct 1767 Wits: John Syder, Dodo Dudley Hill

430 George Smith and Elizabeth Folkard, Gissing: 28 Aug,
4,11 Sept: Banns 1768

459 Jonathan Leathers, X and Elizabeth Fookard, X, Banns,
13,20 Oct, 27 Oct 1833.

AN INDEX TO NORWICH CITY OFFICERS 1453-1835
Norfolk Genealogy, Vol 21 1989 Edited by Timothy Hawes

Folkard, John, Alderman SC (1440)- 1464

Folcard, John, Tailor, Sergeant-at-Mace, 1486

Folkard, William, Constable, SP* 1458; Councillor M(SP)
1460-65

South Conisford Alderman (SC)
1440 John Folkard

*SP = Parish of St Peter Mancroft



The Families of Dennington,
Brundish and Tannington

This section proved one of the most difficult family
lines to deal with. Its members have occupied humble
positions, and mention of any of them, except in
parish registers, has rarely been found. They seldom
apfpear in law suits connected with property, and few
left any wills behind them. Nor have their graves been
marked by any memorials or inscriptions. Indeed
evidence for the construction of this section has been
almost entirely confined to registers. In many of the
more ancient of these very little detail is afforded, and
a good deal is only guesswork.

In the case of the Dennington register, extracts were
made, not from the document itself, but from a useful
index prepared of it, in the custody of the rector of the
parish. Had I worked from the original, it is conceiv-
able additional and perhaps quaint detail might have
been secured. Entries in Brundish register are taken
from a published copy of it. ACF 1890

1 Thomas ffolkard, of Cransford. I can discover no
more probable descent for the line under notice than
from this man, Cransford lying contiguous to the
several places in which its members dwelt. The
William ffolkard, of Bramfield, dealt with below,
aﬁ)pears to have had a connection with Cransford, and
there is great likelihood, therefore, of a relationship
between the settlements at the two places, which are
only separated by about six miles. But a single
mention has been found of Thomas, of whose
parentage no evidence has been met with. In 1523 he
paid, as Thomas ffolkerd, 3s 4d subsidy on goods
valued at £40 in Cransford.

2. William ffolkard, of Bramfield, presumably a son to
the above. Bramfield Register contains two entries
naming the baptism of his children:

1554. November 5. Robert ffolkerd and Marie ffolkerd, sone
and dowghtr of Wm ffolkerd and Katheryn his wyf”
[baptised]

The second entry reads :

1556. May 2. Margaret ffolkerd, dowght of Wm. ffolkerd and
Christyn his wyff.

As Margaret is not named in her father’s will, she
probably died an infant. The remaining child was
Erasmus.

In the first entry, William’s wife’s name is given as
Katherine, and his will confirms this. In the second she
is named as Christyn, but this is manifestly an error in
the entry or of its transcriber. His will describes
Thomas Wriﬁht as his brother-in-law, and leaves him

uardian to his children, so it is more than likely that

is wife’s maiden name was Katherine Wright. She
survived him, proving his will in 1559, but nothing
further has been found respecting her.

In 1542 “Wyllm folkard” — of “Cranysford”
apparently — witnessed a deed. His will of 1558
mentions another brother- in-law, Lawrence Rede, of
Laxfield, who had probably married a sister of the
testator not otherwise noted. It also refers to several
children: William, Xpian, Grace, and Agnes of whom
we have no knowledge. Of Marye we have the Bram-
field register entry, a presumed twin with her, Robert,
not mentioned in the will, being also named in it.

Will

William ffolkerde (ffolcard) of Bramfelde, Suff.,
“husbondman". 12 January 1558. To be buried in
churchyardf St. Andrew's Bramfield. For tithes negligently
forgotten 12 pence. To Katheryn his wife his moveable
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goods for life. At her death to be equally divided among his
four daughters, xpian, Grace, Agnes, and Marye, then
Thomas Wright, his brother-in-law, to be guardian of the
said goods, and to see his children “honestlye and
accordyng to their brought uppe". To his wife his tenement
in Cransford, “with all londs, medowes, pasture and fedinge
belonging to the same,” for life. At her death his eldest son
William to have them, on condition that he pays Eramus his
brother £10. Both sons then under age, and guardian if wife
be dead. Residue to exors, who are wife and Thomas Wright.
Lawrence Rede of Laxfield, "my brother-in-law”, supervisor.
He to have 20 pence for his pains besides costs. Witnesses:
Anthony Williamson, clerk, Vicar of Bramfieldohn Amerell
of Bramfield. Proved at Blythburgh, 2 June 1559, by
Katherine, the relict.

3. Erasmus ffolkard, of Dennington, was a legatee
under his father’s will. Beyond the entries quoted
below from Dennington register, which give his wife’s
name as Rachell, we have no information respecting
any of this family.

Margaret ffolkard, daur of Erasmus, baptized 5th October,
1574/5.

Alice ffolkard, daur of Erasmus and Rachell, bapt. 15 Sept.
1577.

Martha ffolkard, daur of Erasmus and . . . baptd 10 June,
1582.

Martha ffolkard, daur of Erasmus, buried 18 April 1583.

Margerye ffolkard, daur of Erasmas bapt November 22,
1584.

Margerye ffolkard, daur of Erasmas and Rachell, buried
December 4, 1585.

Joane ffolkard, daur of Erasmas and Rachell, buried July 14,
1587.

Katherine ffolkard, daur of Erasmas and Rachell, bapt.
1 October, 1587.

Erasmus ffolcard sepultus September 21, 1611.
Rachell ffolcard, Widdow, buried 27 August, 1615.

4. John ffolkard, of Bramfield, must have been brother
to William ffolkard (No. 2). We know nothing of him
apart from his will of 1558, in which his name is spelt
as “ffolarge” and “ffolad.” His wife Alice survived
him, but has not been further noted. Thomas ffolarge,
also named in the will, was probably his brother. Of
the children only of John and Robert has anything
beyond that mention been found.

Will

John ffolarge (ffolad) the elder, of Bramfield, Suffolk.
11 February, 1558. To be buried in the churchyard of St
Andrews, Bramfield. For tithes forgotten 12 pence. To Alice
his wife his tenements in and Bramfield for the
bringing up of his children. At her death to John his son. To
Henry his son £5. To Bridget his daughter 40 shillings. To
Susan his daughter 40 shillings. Until these sums be paid his
son John not “to enter into my legacy”. Kine to sons and
daughters. Wife and son John exors. Witnesses Anthony
Wilkinson (?Williamson) of Bramfield, Thomas Cross (?),
John Moylland and Thomas ffolarge. Proved at Horham,
10 March, 1558.

5. John ffolkard, of Dennington, John’s son appears to
have settled there at the same time his cousin Erasmus
ffolkard (No. 3) did. The quote below states him as
56 years old, “or thereabouts” in 1605, so he was
therefore born about 1549. In 1578 he married at
Dennington:

John ffolkard and Alice Bagot married November 12th, 1578.
Alice apparently had property in Dennington, and
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she is referred to in the suit cited below. Only one
child is named in Dennington register:

Alice ffolkard, dar of John and Alice, baptized 27 April, 1579.
Alice died in 1606, the same register reading:
... ffolcarde, the wyff of John, buried 19 Septr. 1606.

The earliest date noted of John is 1580, paying a
subsidy of 16 pence for land in Dennington valued at
20 shillings. In 1591 he paid a similar amount on the
same land and in 1593 was defendant to Chancery
proceedin(%s brought by the defendants to a second
suit quoted:

On 24 May 1593, William Norton, of Dennington, Gent,
pleaded that having occasion to use money and ‘makyng
good accompt of the fryndlye goodwyll of one John ffolkard
of Demyngton blacksmith’, he asked of him a loan of £4. He
gave a bill for £6 for a fixed date of repayment, and before it
was due tendered the £4. The deft said he did not want it
and that petitioner might keep it till asked for it. Not being
so asked he did not offer to take up the bill when due. About
five months afterwards, remembering the matter again, he
sent the £4, with 4 shillings for ‘recompense’. John ffolkard
refused the 4 shillings, saying he had lent the money from
‘Goodwyll onlie’, and retained only the £4. On plaintiff
asking for the return of the bond to be cancelled, John
ffolkard refused it. Plaintiff feared to be sued upon it, as he
was without evidence of having tendered payment on the
day it was due, and brought this action to gain possession of
it. John ffolkard’s Answer denies both the money having
been tendered and his alleged refusal of the four shillings.

On 1 February, 1593 (1594 New Style), John
petitioned:

The Right Honble Lord John Pirbright, Lord Keper of ye
grate seale of England Humbly complaynynge showeth unto
ye good Lord Keper your most suppliant and dutiful orato
John ffolkard of Dynington in ye county of Suff. blacksmith,
that he and Alice his wife were possessed of the copyhold of
9 acres pasture held of the manor of Dinnington and ‘your
sayd orato, about the feast of St Michael the Archangel in the
34th year of the Reyne did make and demyse to Robt
ffolcard of Dinnington aforesaid, his naturall brother’, these
9 acres, part of a messuage, and 9 acres of freehold pasture
on a yearly term, at £12 a year. Robert asked his brother for a
longer lease, which petitioner declined to give because they
were only his wife’s for her life. Afterwards ‘your sayd
orator myslykinge of the said Robt ffolcard renewinge his
lease of the sayd farme” removed him from it upon notice
given. Robert ffolcard quarrelled with petr in consequence of
this, and confederated with Edward Lynsby, of Stradbrooke,
to cause the petr trouble by raising questions as to forfeiture
of the said lands, representing that he had a lease of them for
two years, and the confederates ‘did upon their othes in the
Court baron of the said manor before the Steward and
homage there deposed to the effect that your sayd orator
had made a lease of the premises for the yeares yf the sayd
Alyce, the wife of your sayd orator, did lyve so longe’.
Thomas Rouse Esquire, Lord of the Manor, thereupon seized
the land and demised it to Thomas Lovell, Gent. Petr seems
to ask authority to eject the latter till a suit had decided the
matter. Robert ffolcard and Edward lynsye denied, the
petitioner continues, that they had given testimony in the
hope of promoting petr’s eviction, but said that they were
‘promoted thereunto by the labor, anymatinge, and
solliciation of one William Norton, Gent., who hath
otherwise greately troubled and unjustly vexed your sayd
orator with vayrie unreasonable and — — suytes’. Prays for
all the parties to be examined as to these matters, and to be
bound to abide by ‘such order and Instruction, therein as to
your good Lordshipp shall seeme most honorable and
expedient in that behalfe, and the said orator shall Dayly
praye to the Almighty God for the protection of your good
Lordship with increase of honor long to continue’. The
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Answer of the brother, Robert ffolkarde, was filed 2 Feb.
1594, but it is scarely legible.

In 1596 John was assessed 4 shillings for land in
Dennington valued at 20 shilllings which he paid in
the same year on a subsequent roll and in 1605, he
replied to interrogatories taken respecting proceedings
brought by Roger Godbold, of Dennington, regarding
land there bequeathed for charitable purposes by
Thomas Rous:

John ffolkard, of Dennington, of the age of 56 years or
thereabouts, sworn, says as followeth: "that he knoweth ye
— — — with defendant and ye lande in questyon. To the
Interrogatory he saith that ye said Spurling and his assigns
hath ploweed such of ye said Town lande as he have heard
say, but upon his owne knowledge he knoweth that he,” &c.
&. The remainder is of no interest.

Nothing further is known of John and Dennington
register thus records his burial:

John ffolkard, Aged, buried — February, 1628/9.

6. Robert ffolkard, of Tannington, presumably a son
of Thomas ffolkard of Cransford. Brundish and
Tannington lie so close to Dennington, they form
almost one parish, so I thought it justifiable to assume
the residents of these three places to have been of one
family, and the first and last named of them, the
registers prove that this was the case.

1555. — Item the xiiith daie of October, was Baptised George
ffolkarde, the sonne of Robarte ffolkarde.

1573. — Item the xith daie of December was Buried John
ffolkard the sonne of Robt. ffolkard and Agnes vx.

1618. — William Beales and Alce ffolkard were married the
15th of June.

These entries in Tannington Register are all we
know of Robert and Agnes.
7. Robert ffolkard, of Brundish, was, there is every
reason to believe, a son of the Robert ffolkard named
in the suit brought by John ffolkard, of Dennington,
quoted above, as “his naturall brother”.

Robert was thrice married, the first wife being Mary
Booterman. Dennington register records:

Roberte ffolcard and Mary Booterman married 20 October
1631.

The daughter of this marriage, Mary, according to
Robert’s will of 1662, was married to William Pantrye,
of Dickelborough. Her name, and that of her brother,
Roger ffolcard, also occurs in the will of a kinswoman
of her mother, Katherine Booterman, of fframlingham,
spinster, of 8 June, 1657 which has:

Item. — I give and bequeath unto my kindsman Roger
ffolkard Tenne shillings And to his sister Mary ffolkard
Thirty shillings.

Roger is also named in his father’s will. Dennington
register also records:

Mary ffolcard, wife of Robert, buried 11 October 1635.

Robert’s second marriage was to Elizabeth Bryan,
the Dennington entries including

Robert ffolcard and Elizabeth Bryan married 20 April 1637.

No issue is known, and the reference in the
husband’s will implies, I think, that the three
remaining children were by the third marriage. The
Brundish register thus records the death of this second
wife:

1657. Elizabeth ffolkard, ye Wiffe of Robert ffolkard, depted
this life ye eleventh day of January, and was buried the
thiretenth day of the same month.



Of the third wife’s marriage there is no trace, and
her maiden name is unknown. She is named as Marie
in her husband’s will, to which she was executrix in
1662. Nothing additional is known respecting her. Her
daughter Elizabeth named in her father’s will, was
probably referred to in the Brundish register:

1689. Silvanus Howard, of this Parish, Single man, and Eliza
ffolkard, of Wilby, Single Woman, were married September
30th Anno pdto.

The two other children, Robert and John, are noticed
below.

Apart from three marriages few events are noted in
Robert’s career. His first wife was buried at Denning-
ton, but he probably moved to Brundish after her
death in 1635. On 25 March, 1651, he subscribed at
Dennington to the “Engagement” following:

I doe declare and pmisse I will be true and faithful to the
Commonwealth of England, as it is now established, without
a King, or Howse of Lords.

Davy names fifteen signatures to this, including
Robert’s. He adds “with others, of no note, if we may
jud%e by the names, to the number of 102”.

About 1660 he paid, as “Robt. ffoliard”, a tax upon
two hearths in Bramfield, evidencing family con-
nections with that place. He made his will in 1662, and
died in the succeeding year, the Brundish register
recording:

1663. Robert ffolkard was buried the 26 day of June Anno
predicto.

Will

Robert ffolkard of Brundish, Suffolk, Yeoman: 12 January,
1662. To Marie his daughter, wife of William Pantrye, of
Dickelborough, Norfolk, sundry furniture items, including
‘one ketle called the middle ketle”. To Robert ffolkard his
son, furniture “after the death of Mar my wife”. To
Elizeabeth, testator’s daughter, “a livery bed as it standeth in
the Buttery chamber” and other furniture after the death of
her mother. More furniture to “John my son”. Linen, brass,
and pewter to be divided among “my three youngest
children, Robert, Elizeabeth, and John”. To Roger his son
40s, to be paid to him by “Marie my wife if it has been
demanded by himselfe”. Residue of all kinds to his wife,
who is sole executrix, to bring up his three youngest
children. Signed with a large R as mark of Robert ffolkard,
and witnessed by John Crapnell and Robert Spurling.
Proved at Yoxford, 3 July, 1663, by Marie ffolkard the relict.

8. Robert ffolkard, of Tannington, Robert’s son, is
named in his father’s will as one of his three youngest
children. His name does not occur in the Tannington
register, and all that is known of him is derived from
the admon to his effects by his widow, Sarah ffolkard,
of 1719. With her in that administration was joined his
brother John, (10. below).

9. Thomas ffolkard, of Tannington, was probably
Robert’s son. We know no more than can be gleaned
from his will (1756) of he and his wife Awdrey. His
daughters and their marriages are obtained from that
will. It may be presumed that Mrs Daniels was the
daughter Elizabeth, the will naming her child
Elizabeth Daniels. No son is named, and the settle-
ment at Tannington apparently died out with Thomas,
though I have met, with a “Guy ffolkud”, who may
have been his son. No locality is assigned to his name;
but in 1722 he brought an action in Chancery against
Maria Youngman, probably a relative of the
Youngman who married Thomas ffolkard’s daughter
Audrey. Guy pleaded in this suit in forma pauperis.

Will
Thomas ffolkard of Tannington, Suffolk: 7 January, 1756.
“Being sicke”. A moiety of all property to wife Audrey for
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life. At her death, one moiety to Audry Youngman, one
moiety to Ann Hall, and one moiety to Sarah Brook,
testator’s three daughters, and one moiety to William and
Elizabeth Daniels, his grandchildren. To Johnathan Hall of
Horsham, his son-in-law, 2 guineas. To William Daniels, his
son-in-law, one shilling. Wife and Johnathan Hall exors.
Proved 12 May, 1756.

10. John ffolkard, of Brundish and Wilby, last born
child of Robert (No. 7) and his third wife Marie.

John ffolkard, the sonne of Robert ffolkard and his wiffe,
was baptized the 20th day of March Anno predicto (1661).

He is named in his father’s Will and his marriage
licence names him a resident of Wilby, a few miles
only from Brundish.

August 29, 1688. John ffolkard, Wilby, to Ruth Hawes, of
Bedfield, either at Dallingho or Easton. James Wood, of
Bedfield, bondsman in £200.

Ruth was a granddaughter of Robert Hawes of
Monk Soham. On 2 October, 1707, she administered to
land of her uncle Henry Hawes at Framlingham. She
survived her husband, and obtained admo. to his
estate in 1722.

In 1719 he was bondsman to the admon of his
brother Robert, and in that and his own admon he is
described as of Brundish. From the last we learn he
Frobably died in 1722. His sons, Henry and James

folkard, were sureties for this administration. Of his
children, Henry will be dealt with later. Of the others,
the Brundish register includes:

Robert, ye son of John and Ruth Phocard, was baptised
9 March anno predicto (1692).

An entry in the Dennington register perhaps
indicates a marriage and birth of a son Robert:

William ffolkard, son of Robert and Mary, bap. December
15, 1757.

Continuing from the Brundish register:

James, ye son of John and Ruth Phocard, was borne ye 22d
and bap. ye 30th Decr Anno predicto (1697).

Ruth, ye Daugh: of John and Ruth Phocard, was borne ye 1st
and bap. ye 15 day of March Anno predicto (1699)

Lydia, ye Daur. of John and Ruth folcard, was borne ye 26 of
May and bap. ye 7 June Anno predicto (1705).

Lydia’s marriage is registered:

Richard Norton, of the Parish of Aldborough, Widr, and
Lydia ffolkard of this Parish, single woman, by License
January 2, 1723.

Samuel, ye Son of John and Ruth ffolcard, was bap. June 25
Anno predicto (1708).

Samuel may have settled at Playford, where the
register has:

Deborah, Daughter of Samuel ffolkard and Mary his Wife,
was born October 4, 1730, and baptized November 8, 1730.

11. Henry ffolkard, of Brundish and Dennington, was
John's third son. Brundish register has:

1695. Henry, ye son of John and Ruth Phocard, was borne
24 May and bap. ye 6 June.

Entries relating to the baptisms of his children,
indicate Henry’s wife’s name to have been Deborah.
She survived her husband, dying in 1771, her burial at
Dennington being noted:

Deborah ffolkard [Wido] buried 22 July 1771.

Little has come to light about Henry. In 1722 he was
a surety to the admon of his father. In 1753 the True
Terrier of Dennington recorded:



Rebecca Buck, 1 shilling paid by Henry ffolkard for inclosing
the waste.

His death is entered in Dennington register:

Henry ffolkard Senior and Cock feeder [aged 68] buried
15 March 1763.

The words “Cock feeder” may refer to his breeding
game fowls for the cock fights common at that time. Of
Henry’s children, John, Henry, and Robert are
separately noticed. Of the others, two are in Brundish
register:

1726. Henry, son of Henry and Deborah ffolkard private
bap. 18th April.

1723. Catherine, da. of Henry and Debora ffolkard, Bapd
22 January.

Both must have died young, for the Dennington
register duplicates the names of both at later dates,
and also records the other children:

Catherine ffolkard, da. of Henry and Deborah, bapt. January
25,1731/2.

Deborah ffolkard, da. of Henry and Deborah, bapt. March
29,1734.

Ruth ffolkard, da. of Henry and Deborah, bapt. January 6,
1736/7.

Samuel ffolkard, son of Henry and Deborah, bapt. August
24,1739.

Mary ffolkard, da. of Henry and Deborah, bapt. July 24,
1746.

Probably Mary's marriage is that recorded in the
Framlingham register:

Mary ffolkard, of fframlingham, s.w., married Thorndike
Jordan, s.m., of fframlingham, February 10, 1772.

Evidently Henry left Brundish to live at Dennington
between 1726 and 1730.
12. Robert ffolkard, of Brundish and Dennington, was
the eldest son of Henry, Brundish register recording:

1721. Robert, son of Henry and Deborah ffolkard, 6th
October. Bapd.

He married in 1747, Dennington register reading:

Robert ffolkard and Elizabeth Edwards, single, married by
Licence Oct. 30, 1747.

Elizabeth was a daughter of John Edwards and
Frances (Kersey) and aunt to the George Edwards who
married Anne, daughter of James Cordy, of
Worlingworth. In 1790 his name was on the Poll List
for Knights of the Shire as a freeholder in Dennington.
He died in 1805. Dennington register has:

Robert Folkard, a married man, was buried 26th September
1805, aged 83.

Elizabeth ffolkard, widow, [aged 85] buried June 11 1811.
The same register affords details of their children
not separately dealt with:

Elizabeth ffolkard, daughter of Robert and Elizabeth,
baptised November 1, 1749.

Anne ffolkard, daughter of Robert and Elizabeth, baptised
December 26, 1751.

Anne ffolkard, married to Robert Burgess, July 18, 1771.

Sarah ffolkard, daughter of Robert and Elizabeth. baptd
August 28, 1754.

Sarah ffolkard, single, married Anthony fflick, md by banns
July 20, 1773.
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Robert ffolkard, son of Robert and Elizabeth, bapt. June 27,
1760.

Edwards ffolkard, son of Robert and Elizabeth, baptd July
25,1762.

Edwards ffolkard, child of Robert and Elizabeth, aged 2'/:
years, buried January 5, 1765.

Edwards ffolkard, son of Robert and Elizabeth, baptised July
13, 1766.

to the

Edwards settled at Southwold, accordin?
ingham

inscription on the tomb of his wife in Fram
churchyard:
In
Memory of
Elizabeth
Relict of the late
Edwards Folkard
of Southwold
who departed this Life
April 26, 1841
Aged 77 years.
Dennington Register also notes another John in 1783:

John ffolkard, an infant, buried 12th March, 1783.

The infant was probably never baptized, but
absence of any further detail makes assigning
parentage an impossibility.

13. William ffolkard, of Dennington, was also
Robert’s son, Dennington Register showing;:

William ffolkard, son of Robert and Elizabeth, baptised
December 28, 1756.

Nothing further is known of William who died in
1821. Dennington Register:

William ffolkard (aged 65), buried November 11, 1821.

The same register informs us of the wife of his son,
William Folkard, of Framlingham, though evidence is
presumptive only.

William Barker Folkard, son of William Folkard, of
Framlingham, and Sarah his wife, late Barker, spinster, was
buried February 1, 1810.

A second entry states the child’s age was four years
only.

Willaim’s wife was therefore, Sarah Barker, whose
death was recorded in the Ipswich Journal, of
23 December, 1843:

17 instant, at Kettleburgh, in the 63rd year of her age, Sarah,
widow of Mr. William Folkard, of Framlingham.

She was buried by William’s side in Framlingham
churchyard, the inscription to her memory below.
After her husband’s death in 1821, Sarah went to live
with relations at Livermere, and used constantly to
visit relatives at Dennington.

In February or March, 1808, William among others,
signed a petition to Pembroke Hall, Oxford, for
permission to enclose land in Framlingham, this being
acceded to. William was a butcher, his burial being
named in the register there:

William Folkard, of Framlingham, buried July 12, 1821, aged
43 years.

The joint tomb of this second William and his wife
was in Framlingham churchyard, and bore the
inscription:

IN MEMORY OF
Sarah his wife William
who died Folkard
Decr 17. 1843 who died
In the 63rd year July 7. 1821
of herAge. In the 43rd year
of his Age.



The tomb can no longer be seen. The children of

William and Sarah, apart from William Barker Folkard
lived to manhood, and carried on trades in
Framlingham.
14. John Folkard, of Dennington and Parham, was a
son of Henry of Brundish (No. 11). John and his
descendants at Parham were not in any way
connected with the line of ffolkards of older residence
in the same place, dealt with earlier.

His baptism is recorded in the Dennington register:

John ffolkard, son of Henry and Deborah, baptized January
15,1743 /4.

John seems to have married twice. Of Elizabeth, his
first wife nothing is known and the only information
of his second is in the Parham register:

Elisabeth ffolkard, wife of John ffolkard, burd. 19 May 1774.

A second entry possibly refers to a child of this
couple:

Deborah ffolkard, an infant, buried 14 September, 1774.

The date at which John left Dennington for Parham
is uncertain. The parish clerk at the latter place
recollected him, and told me (1890) that, although
“only a labourer, he had been able to bring all his sons
up well’. John lived to the ?reat age of 92, according to
a note in the Ipswich Journal of 2 February, 1833.

On the 26th ulto, died in his 92nd year, John Folkard, of
Parham, labr.

Little has been learned of him beyond the facts
already named. He was probably the John Folkard
who, was witness to the marriage, in 1775, of Benjamin
ffolkard to Honour Hitcham. He had a numerous
family, descendants from which were still living at
Parham in 1890. The information respecting his family,
was largely obtained from the old clerk above referred
to, and I propose only to quote here the inscriptions on
such of their tombs as I found in Parham churchyard:

To
the Memory of
Henry Folkard
who died October 16 1846
Aged 70 years.

Henry was a son of John the labourer. Another son’s
tomb bears:

In Memory of
Elizabeth
the wife of
William Folkard
who died January 28th 1849
Aged 62 years.

Pass a few swiftly fleeting years,
And all that now in bodies live
Shall quit like me this value of tears
Their righteous sentence to receive.

Also of
William Folkard
who died February 26 1875
Aged 86 years.

William was a master bricklayer at Parham. His
son’s tomb bears the following:

In Memory of
James Folkard
who died March 2, 1847
aged 31 years
Also of
Matilda his wife
who died November 2, 1846
aged 30 years.
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Her maiden name was Matilda Smith.

To
the Memory of
Sally
the wife of Samuel Aldis
and daughter of Samuel and Maria Folkard

of this Parish
who died January 8, 1849

aged 29 years

Also in memory of
their infant.

In
Memory of
Mary Ann, the wife of
John Folkard,
who departed this life
November 22, 1862
aged 21 years.

Alas! how changed that lovely flower
Which bloomed and cheered my heart;
Fair fleeting comfort of an hour

How soon we're called to part

The clerk informed me that the above, the first wife
of John Folkard, bore the maiden name of Mary Ann
Blomfield (1890).

15. Henry ffolkard, of Dennington, son to Henry
(No. 11) whose baptism in 1727 is recorded in the
Dennington register:

Henry, son of Henry and Deborah ffolkard, bapt. January 31,
1726/7.

Henry’s wife was Mary Bicker, whose marriage is
recorded in Brundish register:

Henry ffolkard and Mary Bicker, both single persons, were
married by Banns July ye 25, 1748.

No further information of Mary has been obtained.
Her husband must have left grundish to live at
Dennington about 1750, as her first-born child was the
only one baptised in Brundish:

Henry, son of Henry and Mary ffolkard, February 19th
baptd, 1748 (New style 1749).

He must have been a seven-months child.
Dennington register:

Mary ffolkard, da. of Henry and Mary, baptd July 3, 1751.

Mary ffolkard, child of Henry and Mary (infant), buried
17 May, 1763.

James ffolkard, son of Henry and Mary, baptd July 8, 1753.

Robert and Hannah ffolkard, Twins of Henry and Mary,
bap. March 30, 1756.

John ffolkard, son of Henry and Mary, bap. July 1, 1759.

Ann ffolkard, da. of Henry and Mary, bap. June 22, 1762.

16. John ffolkard, of Dennington, presumably brother
to Robert (No. 7). There is no record of his birth.
Dennington register records his marriage:

John ffolcard and Elisabeth Jessop maryed 6th May 1607.

Elizabeth predeceased her husband, as the same
register has:

John ffolkard, Widdower, buried 19th November, 1624.

A daughter Elisabeth was probably born to the
couple:

Elizabeth ffolcard and Thomas Goodale married 31 May,
1636.

A Jotham ffolkard, who paid 4 shillings subsidy in



1596, for lands valued at 20 shillings in Dennington,
was probably a brother of John. Edmund ffolkard may
have been another brother. Dennington register names
him:

John ffolcard, sonne of Edmund, buried 29 March, 1657.

The Mary named in another extract from this
register was probably also a child of this Edmund
ffolkard.

Mary ffolcard and Thomas Piet [quare] married 7 October,
1657.

The further entries in the same register I assume
relate to other members of this family.

Anna ffolcard and Joseph Moyse, both single, maryed
22 November, 1609.

Mary ffolcarde and Thomas Cook married 29 May, 1615.

Elizabeth ffolkard and Richard Parker married 28 April,
1629.

17. William ffolkard is a man named in Dennington
register whose parentage I cannot even guess at! As
there are two known descents from him, however, it
seems desirable to give him place on the pedigree:

William ffolkard, son of William and Mary, baptd
September 6, 1777.

John ffolkard, son of William and Mary, baptd November
22nd, 1778.

John ffolkard (infant) buried 12 March, 1783.

Elizabeth ffolkard (aged about 20 years) baptized June 14,
1801.

Elizabeth Folkard, single, married James Pendle by banns
Feby 5, 1802.

Elizabeth was probably a sister to the last John and
also she was named in entries of the same register:

Probably the last entries indicate refusal to marry,
either by James Pendle or by the Church, until baptism
had been performed.

The following register entries in Oakley, Wilby and
Broome are included for the sake of completeness — a
connected pedigree has never been established. There
is evidence in the will of Thomas ffolcar of Broome
that the earliest settlers there had land at Brundish and
so were probably of that line.

Oakley Register

Christian Folkerd, daughter of Richard Folkerd and
Katherine his wife, was baptised of April Anno pdcto
1582.

Christian Folkerd was buried the xxi of ye same
moneth.

William Folkerde, son of Richard Folkerd and
Katherine his wife, was baptized the xxvith day of
September, 1533.

Richard Folkerd, son of Richard Folkerd and
Katherine his wife, was baptized the xxist of October
Anno pdCto 1586 [Private bap)].

Richard Folkerd, son of Richard and Katherine, was
baptized the xxxth of December pto 1586.”[This
second entry perhaps refers to a subsequent public
baptism.]

Katheryn Folkerd, daughter of Richard Folkerd and
Katheryn his wife, was the xxiiii daye of June Annio
pdcto 1589.

Ann Pholkard was Buried ye Twelth day of January
1653.
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Charles, Susan, and Harriett Folkard, sons and
daughters of Isaac and Honour Folkard, bapt. May 5,
1803. [See Honour Folkard in the Framlingham
register p 49.]

Harriet, daughter of Isaac and Honour Folkard, born
April 8, bapt. May 19, 1805.

John Folkerd was baptized the viith day of November,
Anno 1563.

Thomas Folkard was baptized the xxiv day of August
A.D. 1570 [Private].

Thomas Folkard was baptized the xxvi. day of October
A.D. 1570. [Here is a second instance of a public
following a private baptism.]

Anne Folkard was baptized the xii day of August
1573.

Fraunces Folkard was baptized the xxvi day of
February 1575.

John Folkard was baptized the last day of September
An. 1578.

Henry Folkard was baptized the xii day of March A.D.
1580.

Thome Folkard was baptized ye xxv day of August
A.D. 1583.

Lidea Folkard was baptized the iiii day of April 1586.

Nycholas Folkard was baptized the vi day of April
1589.

Henry Folkard and Dorathie Wypps (?) were married
the xxv day of Maye. Anno.1567

George Gould and Christian Folkard were married the
xxiii day of August 1617.

These entries suggest that all the baptisms, except
the first in this register of Broome, were of children
born to Henry and Dorathie. In extension of the
evidence as to this settlement afforded by the above
extracts from parish registers, it may be desirable here
to quote from my notes (apart from register entries) as
to individuals resident at Wilby and Broome.— ACF

Wilby.

John ffolkard, in 1543, paid a subsidg of 20 shillings on
goods valued at £20. He may have been the John (son
of Robert) shown as having died at Tannington in
1573.

Broome.

1. Thomas ffolkard would seem to have been,
perhaps, the first settler here. In his will he refers to his
property at “Brodyshe” (Brundish), thus indicating his
probable connection with the family living at that
place. Not improbably he was the Thomas who
appears on the pedigree as a son of Thomas ffolkard,
of Cransford, and as living in 1558. In 1522 he was
thus named on a subsidy roll:

Thomas ffolkard, servant to Sir John Cornwalys, in wages 20
shillings, pays 6d.

I suspect him to have been bailiff to this Sir John. In
1523 he paid 4d. on a similar assessment. He made his
Will in 1567, it having been proved in 1572. This Will
names his wife Margerye as living at the date of it.
Also his sons John, Henry, and Thomas, his doughter
Agnes, married to Robert Hendrye, and her son, John
Hendrye.

Should “Brodyshe,” be more properly read
Brockdish than Brundish, it would indicate probable
derivation of this line at Broome from that at Horham.



But Brockdish is in Norfolk, and the will quoted from
does not, as was customarily done, name a county
distinct from that of the residence of the testator.

Will

Thomas ffolcar ( ffolcarde) of Brome, Suffolk, 29 July, 1567.
To be buried “in the Sanctuary where I shall depart”. To
Margerye his wife, tenement called “‘Males” and land in
Brodyshe and Thorpe for life. Afterwards to his son John. He
to pay Agnes Hendrye “my daughter” To John
Hendrye, son of Robert Hendrye, a bequest. To Henry
ffolcar “my son” £8. To Thomas “my son” £8. Proved
5 March, 1572 by exor Thomas ffolcar.

2. Henry ffolkard, son to the above, was married to
Dorathie Wypps in 1567. All the entries of baptism in
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the Broome register after that date were probably
those of their children. In 1565 he paid a subsidy of
16d on land in Broome valued at 20 shillings, as Henry
folcarde, and a like amount on a second roll of 1580, as
Henry ffolkarde. He further paid a similar subsidy in
1591.

3. John ffolkard was another son of Thomas (No. 1).
He paid a subsidy in 1565 of 2/6 on goods in Broome
valued at £3. Among the marriage licences issued at
Ipswich is the following:

8 December 1567. Licence to John ffolkarde of Broome and
Anne Gosnold of Sturston.

The baptism of Anne ffolkard in the register of 1573
was probably that of a daughter of this couple.





